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In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

Re vie ws  125 The  S ound ofRattle s  and Clappe rs : A Colle ction ofNe w California Indian Writing . Edite d by G re g
S arris . (Tucs on: Unive rs ity of Ariz ona Pre s s , 19 9 4. 16 1 pag e s , $30 .0 0 /$14.9 5.) The  S ound ofRattle s  and
Clappe rs  may be  te chnically “ne w” writing s  from California, but little  of it s ays  anything  ne w. Mos t of the  work
in the  firs t thre e quarte rs  of the  book re counts  the  s ame  whining  “pe rs onal” his torie s  of the  abus e
ofance s tors  bywhite  invade rs  thatwe  can re ad in any and all antholog ie s  of lite rate  Eng lis h-s pe aking  Native
Ame rican write rs . The s e  “his torie s ” pas s  the ms e lve s  o< as  poe try be caus e  the y are  writte n in s hort line s
and appe ar in ve rtical columns  on the  pag e . The  quality of the s e  ve rbal ve rticalitie s , e ve n whe n the y invoke  a
“native ” re s pons e  to  nature  and the  re s urre ction and re inve ntion of native  culture  is , howe ve r, s imply
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unre markable . That s aid, it can be  note d that in s pite  ofits  re dundancie s  this  colle ction is  s prinkle d with
occas ional ple as ing  imag e s  s uch as  S te phe n Me adows ’s  “A chains aw dis me mbe rs  the  s ile nce /of awhite
a@e rnoon”andJanice  G ould’s  “to  touch you e ve rywhe re  I am/ope n.”Jame s  Luna’s lack o<lue ncy in Eng lis h, his
prolific  us e  of c liché s , i.e . “around wood s tove s  containing  g lowing  e mbe rs ” and mundane  little  diary
e ntrie s  le nd a ce rtain “charm”to the  colle ction that one  would he s itate  to  call art. Unfortunate ly, too, the
pathe tic  fallacy is  ke pt abundantly alive  and we ll in the s e  “poe ms ” as  in Me adows ’s  “Above  S uicide
Cre e k/the  tre e s  fe lle d/one  by one /can be  he ard to  s cre am.” The  s trong e s t mate rial in the  book is  the
e ditor’s  own. G re g  S arris  can te ll a pre tty g ood s tory. PENELOPE REEDY The  Re dne ck Re vie w ofLite rature ,
Idaho Bone  Dance : Ne w and S e le cte d Poe ms , 19 6 5-19 9 3. By We ndy Ros e . (Tucs on: Uni ve rs ity of Ariz ona
Pre s s , 19 9 3. 10 8 pag e s , $19 .9 5/$10 .9 5.) Bone  Dance  s e rve s  be s t as  a We ndy Ros e  s ample r be caus e  it
contains  s ample s  from e ach of he r s e ve n pre vious  books  of poe ms  along  with s e ve n poe ms  from a ne w
volume , Now PoofS he Is  G one . It als o  profile s  he r s trug g le  to  find poe tic  voice  and pe rs onal and cultural
ide ntity from he r young e r ye ars  to  the  pre s e nt. He r s e arch take s  he r many place s , including  California,
Conne cti cut, Ne w York, Ne w Hamps hire ; it take s  he r from s cie ntific  e ncounte rs  g e ne r ating  from he r orig inal
acade mic dis cipline , anthropolog y, (which s harpe ns  he r focus  on the  tre atme nt of Indian s ke le tons  and the
frag me nting  of a culture  s ymboliz e d by mus e ums ’ clas s ification and s he lving  of “bone s ”and by the
comme rcial marke t for Indian s ke le tons ) to  the  pre judice  s he  e ncounte rs  126  We s te rn Ame rican Lite rature
in “Incide nt at a Hamburg e r S tand: Iowa City”; and it take s  he r into  the  move me nt of indig e nous  pe ople
around the  e arth. The  introduction Ros e  has  writte n for this  volume  brie fly outline s , throug h me ntion of the
inclus ions , this  s e arch for ide ntity—not me re ly as  Hopi or Miwok or Eng lis h or Prus s ian but as  a human be ing
in he r particular c ircums tance . Familiar poe ms  from e arlie rvolume s  s uch as Long Divis ion: A TribalHis tory,
Los t Coppe r, Halfbre e d Chronicle s , and G oing  to  War with All My Re lations  (not ag ains t but with) e nrich the
pre s e nt volume . Exis te nce  in this  world is  a s trug g le  (an almos t victorious  s trug g le ) to  move  from
frag me ntation to  he al ing  whole ne s s . Love  and be auty almos t ove rcome  the  s tre s s  of the journe y, as  in the
final s e ction from NowPoofS he Is  G one , whe re  one  finds  e ve n more  hints  of almos t mythic  s urvival of the
individual as  in the  poe ms  “Do You S e e  He r Alone  on the  Mountain” and “Coars e g old Morning .” Eve n in the s e
late r poe ms , howe ve r, one  finds  fore s t fire s , “ang ry moths ,” and the  woman in “Forty, Tre mbling ”who ... is  not
of this  world and no one  ride s  to  the  re s cue . Bone  Dance  is  a g ood s ample r be caus e  it may e ntice  the
re ade r to  e njoy othe r poe ms  that ke pt this  pre s e nt s pars e  s e le ction company in e arlie r vol ume s . JAMES  R.
S AUCERMAN Northwe s tMis s ouri S tate  Unive rs ity Rave ns ong . By Le e  Maracle . (Vancouve r: Pre s s  G ang
Publis he rs , 19 9 3. 19 9  pag e s , $12.9 5.) Whe n a flu e pide mic hits  he r native  villag e  on Britis h Columbia’s  we s t
coas t, 17-ye ar-old S tace y ris ks  he r cove te d dre am of atte nding  unive rs ity to  s tay in the  villag e  and nurs e  the
ill. For days  and nig hts  on e nd, s he  drips  fluids , one  drop at a time , into  the  mouths ...
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