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In the world of Jewish learning, study buddies are known as hevruta

partners, or friends. In the world of acade mic inquiry, we think of shared
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ideas interms of collaborators. And, in the world of spirit, soulbrothers
may be the best term to describe the merging of religion, culture,

history, and musicology in a mutual spiritual exploration.

Such spiritualintimacy was the foundation of the partnership shared
betweenthe two luminaries and grandfat hers of Jewish Renewal, Reb
Shlomo Carlebach, z’l, and Reb Zalman Shachter-Shalomi, z’l. In t hinking
of one, we must now think of the other, fortogethertheyushered
forward the essence of a resurgence and renewal of Judaism afterthe
Holocaust, lighting a spark of divine spirit whereverthey went. Together,
theycreated a new form of heartfelt, soulful Judaism. They spoke the
language of the times, with theirsouls rooted in Jewish tradition and

theirenergies soaring with new possibilities.

Like troubadours and traveling maggidim, storytellers and folk
teachers of eras past, these two dynamic personalities were vagabond
rabbis inthe new age, bridging the old world and the new. Bornin Europe
and escaping to the United States, they were sent togetherto college
campuses as outreach emissaries of the Lubavitcherrebbe beginning in
1949. There, theytaught, listened, counseled, and sang. Overthe years,
they uplifted the downhearted and brought flocks of thousands backto

their spiritualhome in Judaism.

As we now reflect uponthe nearly twenty-two years since Reb
Shlomo’s passing, and two years since Reb Zalman’s passing, we can
contemplate theirshared decades of globalwork. Perhaps there are
some deep wells to explore about theirshared journeys and the
motivations that propelled them. Perhaps there are layers to uncover
about theirinspiration, their styles of influence, and their passionto
dance with the evolving times. How did they stay current, yet solidly

connected to the old while exploring the new?

It’s time fora new era of contemplation, examination, and detective
work. As historians and spiritual treasure hunters, it is incumbent upon us
to let the reflection of the light of these two giants of Jewish Renewal

inform us, move us, and carry us forward with a passion and dedication, an



impulse of exploration and continuity, as we carry forththe torch of the

wisdomkeepers into the dawn of the next unfolding era. [End Page 547]

RabbiHanna Tiferet Siegelshares herstory: “T he first time Imet Reb
Shlomo was in 1967, my first year at university in Cleveland, when he
came to do a Shabbaton at Hillel. I1had no idea who he was or what was
going to happento me. lwas an enthusiastic prayerand song leaderin

the Conservative youth movement and had never heard of Hasidism.

“Reb Shlomo spoke to some highertranscendent place in me where
we could leave ourlimited beliefs and become One. | had no words for
this experience, yet Iknew | had tapped into something true for myself.
T his included a pure love of God, and the heart connection of people
through song and bringing down new melodies. His music inspired me and

his presence and teachings gave me new life.

“The following year I married Daniel Siegel, and we began our journey
together. He developed a connection with Reb Zalman in Winnipeg as a
rebbe, colleague, and spiritualmentor. Danielwent onto become a rabbi
and dedicated his life to serving the Jewish people with the awakening
of newly acquired skills and texts of Hasidism and the support of a real
teacher. That was the story of the two of them, Rebs Shlomo and
Zalman, forus — the heart and the mind. For each of us, our creative

process was reflected more fluently through one teacherorthe other!

Both Reb Shlomo and Reb Zalman touched so many souls, uplifted so
many, brought them backinto the Jewishfold. How did they stay rooted
inthe past, each with significant Jewish backgrounds, while unfolding into
the present moments that kept unfurling with new branches and leaves

onthe living...
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In the warld of Jewish karning, study buddies are known as bevrara
pamners, or friends, In the world ofacademic inguiry, we think of shared
ideas in terms of collbhborators. And, in the world of spirit, soul brothers
may be the bestverm o describe the merging of religion, culture, history,
and musicology in a munel spirinml exploration

Such spiritual intmacy was the foundation of the parmership shared
berween the two luminaries and grandfarhers of Jewish Renewal, Reb
Shlomo Carlebach, 7, and Reb Zalman Shachter-Shalomi, 27, In think-
ing of one, we must now think of the other, for rogether they whered
torward the esence of a resurgence and renewal of Judaism afver the
Holocawse, lightmg a spark of divine spirit wherever they went, Together,
they created a new lorm of heartbelr, soulful Judaism. They spoke the
language of the times, with their souls rooted i Jewish raditon and
their energies soaring with new possihiliries.

Like troubadours and rraveling saggidion, storvielkers and tolk teach-
ers af eras past, these rwo dymamic personaliies were vagabond rabhis
in the new age, bridging the ald world and the new. Born in Europe
and escaping to the United Srats, rhey were sent together to college
campuses a5 outreach emissaries of the Lubavitcher rebbe beginning in
194 9. There, they taught, listened, courseled, and sang. Ower the years,
they uplifted the downhearted and broughe flocks of thousands back
their spinitual home in Judaism.

As we now reflect upon the mearly rwemty-two vears since Reb
Shlomo's passing, and rwao years since Reb Zalman's pasing, we can
contemplate ther shared decades of global work. Perhaps there are sonw
deep welk m explore abour their shared journeys and the motivarions
that propelled them. Perchaps there are livers to uncover about their
impiration, ther styles of influence, and their pssion m dance with rhe
evalving rimes. How did they stay current, vet solidly connected ro the
old while exploring the new?

It's time for a new era of contemplation, examination, and detecrive
wark. As historians and spintual treasure hunters, it is incumbent upon
ws to ber the reflecrion of the light of these rwo giants of Jewish Renewal
inform us, move us, and carry us forward with a passion and dedication,
an impube of exploration and continuiry, as we carry forth the rarch of
the wisdomkeepers into the dawn of the nexr unfolding era.
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