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Ce rtain Appalachian s te re otype s  we re  wide ly acce pte d by the  e arly twe ntie th ce ntury, ye t mos t pe ople  in
the  Unite d S tate s  had ne ve r vis ite d the  re g ion. Althoug h information about the  are a was  limite d and came
larg e ly throug h a fe w channe ls , a g e ne ral cons e ns us  about Appalachia none the le s s  e me rg e d in the  popular

culture : Appalachia was  a place  apart, a di8e re nt and s ome time s  dang e rous  place , a place  whos e  pe ople
pos s e s s e d only the  me re  rudime nts  of c iviliz ation. Larg e ly cre ate d by outs ide rs , this  popular imag e  of the
re g ion e me rg e d during  the  late -nine te e nth and e arly-twe ntie th ce nturie s  in the  writing  of s hort-s tory
authors , nove lis ts , mis s ionarie s , s ocial worke rs , handicra; org aniz e rs , and acade mics  whos e  work forg e d
a re markably e nduring  s te re otype  of the  re g ion and its  pe ople .

Whe re  we re  Appalachian pe ople  in this  proce s s ?  Much re ce nt analys is  of the  s ocial cons truction of
Appalachian ide ntity has  the m s ile nt and pas s ive , obje cts  of de s cription and s crutiny who the ms e lve s
contribute d little  to  the  popular conce ption of Appalachia. We re  the y in fact unaware  of the  s te re otype , as
the  notion of Appalachian ig norance  and illite racy mig ht s ug g e s t?  Did the ir is olation hinde r acce s s  to  the
me dia that pe rpe tuate d s uch s te re otype s ?

The re  was  in fact an Appalachian re action to  the  s ocial cons truction of ide ntity, but be caus e  it occurre d on a
local rathe r than a national s cale , its  influe nce  on popular conce ptions  of Appalachia was  mute d. Ins te ad,
the  writing s  of outs ide rs , mainly local coloris ts  and the  e arly acade mics  who s tudie d the  re g ion, cre ate d a
canonical s e t of ide as  about Appalachia. Us ing  s imilar de s criptive  lang uag e  the s e  authors  fre e ly e xchang e d
the me s  and imag e ry acros s  the  boundary be twe e n fiction and nonfiction, cre ating  trope s  that continue  to
re s onate  in Ame rican popular culture , influe ncing  de pictions  of mountain folk in movie s , te le vis ion s hows ,
and comic s trips .

One  s pe cific  de s criptive  e s s ay about a s outhe rn Appalachian community, writte n in 19 13 by Harold W. Fog ht,
an e ducational re forme r and acade mic, illus trate s  this  proce s s . His  de piction of this  community owe s  more
to imag e ry borrowe d from local-color nove ls  than to  firs t-hand obs e rvation. An e xplanation for this  s e e ming
violation of acade mic inte g rity can be  found in the  ide olog y of rural e ducational re form and the  the n-curre nt
me thodolog y for promoting  it. The  re publication of the  e s s ay within the  mountain community its e lf g ave  this
g roup of Appalachians  a chance  to  re ad and comme nt on a hig hly s te re otype d de piction of the ms e lve s .
Editorials  and le tte rs  printe d in the  county ne ws pape r provide  a rare  opportunity to  as s e s s  Appalachian
aware ne s s  of the  dynamics  of information and powe r that dominate d the  re g ion's  re lations  with mains tre am
Ame rica. Local re actions  ve he me ntly re je cte d Fog ht's  de piction of the  Appalachian s te re otype , but the
une qual acce s s  to  information ne tworks  by Appalachians  and outs ide rs  ultimate ly de te rmine d whos e
ve rs ion of Appalachia was  acce pte d. [End P a g e  2 8 ] [B e g in P a g e  3 0 ]

Appalachian Images

S tock imag e s  of Appalachians  pe rme ate  popular culture . Movie s , te le vis ion, comic s trips , and pos tcards
fe ature  the  lanky, g un-toting , g riz z le -be arde d man with a jug  of moons hine  in one  hand and a coon dog  at his
fe e t, the  arche typal patriarch of the  mountains . Othe r familiar characte rs  include  the  s allow matriarch,
corncob pipe  plante d firmly be twe e n he r lips ; a g e nial and g ang ling  youth, phys ically powe rful but
inte lle ctually naive ; and a buxom and almos t e qually dim fe male  counte rpart. Snu
y Smith, The Beverly
Hillbillies, and Li'l Abner informe d Ame rica about hillbillie s . 1
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Throug h s uch portrayals , the  me dia trans form e ve ryday obje cts  of mountain life  into  icons  of popular culture .
S hotg un, corncob pipe , and banjo s e rve  as  s horthand for a hos t of pre conce ptions  about Appalachians . The
corncob pipe  pe rpe tually upon G ranny's  lips  trans g re s s e s  fe male  be havioral norms , unde rs coring  the
de g radation of mountain culture . Mos t pe ople  outs ide  the  re g ion would have  vie we d hunting  as  a le is ure
activity rathe r than a vital contribution to  s ubs is te nce ; thus , s hotg un and coon dog  be come  e mble matic  of
the  Appalachian male 's  s hi;le s s ne s s . A s hotg un als o s ig nifie s  mountain jus tice , which may be  a s ynonym
e ithe r for lawle s s ne s s  or for an individualis tic  code  of honor as s ociate d with fe uding , one  of the  mos t
pe rs is te nt Appalachian s te re otype s . Appalachians  have  long  be e n de s cribe d as  e xtre me  individualis ts  who
value  pe rs onal inte g rity...
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