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Abstract

This essayoffers atransnational examination of popularenvironmentalisminthe post-World Warll era. By
exploring the manystories that have coalesced around Dian Fossey, specifically her fieldwork with mountain
gorillas inRwanda, herrise to fame as a female celebrityscientistinthe late 1960s and 1970s, and the
representationofherworkinpopular media, the essayexamines Fossey’s contradictoryrole inthe
emergence ofgorillatourismas anewformofglobal wildlife conservation. Fossey’s storyand herlegacy
expose the complexintersections betweengender,race, nature, and culturalrepresentation as
environmentalismemerged as aglobalissue inthe second half of the twentieth century. Her work with the
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mountain gorillas and herimage as acelebrityscientistcreated anew logic for human-gorillaencounters
thatinformed a new wayto value wildlife. The essayspeaks to the largerimplications ofthinking and acting
with animals ona globalstage and what it reveals aboutthe cultural origins oftransnational e nvironme ntal
policyas well as the impactofthese culturallyinformed environmental practices. It traces the shift away
from traditionalconservationand the Romantic ideal of wilderness toward the new conservation and the

ideal of natural capital.
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Hisvorically a western oo nsonuciian, “mane” has beaom e oo mplexy glohal in sssgnificimae.
In che bive rwenierh cenvury, narure mus be bacradve v endure. The survival of prinsses,
paophe and animak, depends on o ddecic of bove and money, borh of which have been
bl mio ghobal scieniific and papaar prinacalogy.

—Dommna Haraweay, Prisasre Vicows | 1989}

n 1988 the film Carallas in she Mist, borrowing the title of a memoir by the
recently murdered, world- renow ned primatologis Dian Fossey, premiered
in movie thesters acros the United Suies. The film popularized Fosey’s
unflagging, almos fanancal, commiument 10 saving the dwindling populiion
of wild mountain gorills living i the Vinunga Mountains in ceniral Africa,
capitalizing on more than a decade of American media fsdnation with Fossey
and her work." Staged s a frangha African romance, which pis Foseys love
allair with National Geographic wildlife phoogr pher Robert Camphel| again
her devotion 1o the mounain gorillas she has beensiudving and proseciing for
over wodecades, the filmsentimentaliees global wildlife conservarion. In this
envimnmental wagedy ther are no winnes. Following a gendered formula,
the film portrays Fossey 2 a hwiencal famatic choosing her commitment 1o
the gorilas over mariage and a “civilized” life; her “heloved friend™ Digir, the
gorilla swar in the flm, is hacked 1w death by African poachers; and in the end
Fossey 100 is murdered for her descent imio madness in the African jungle a
she fighs 1o protect the gorillas ar any cos. From the film’s logic, the Ameri-
can devotion 1o saving the gorills is undone by Alrican savagery, inepiitude,
and cornuption faciliaed by Evropean profiteers, and American film viewers
are kefi 10 internalize and enact ther commivment 1o gorilla coservation and
susain Foseys work & consumer voveurs.
Although the hlm serves up a formulsic Hollywood melodrama standing
in for the complexities of iransnaiional wildlife conservation in pasicolonial
Africa, the sentimental wildlife dramas it depics offer some insight into the
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