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Abst ract

This  e s s ay o e rs  a trans national e xamination of popular e nvironme ntalis m in the  pos t–World War II e ra. By
e xploring  the  many s torie s  that have  coale s ce d around Dian Fos s e y, s pe cifically he r fie ldwork with mountain
g orillas  in Rwanda, he r ris e  to  fame  as  a fe male  ce le brity s cie ntis t in the  late  19 6 0 s  and 19 70 s , and the
re pre s e ntation of he r work in popular me dia, the  e s s ay e xamine s  Fos s e y’s  contradictory role  in the
e me rg e nce  of g orilla touris m as  a ne w form of g lobal wildlife  cons e rvation. Fos s e y’s  s tory and he r le g acy
e xpos e  the  comple x inte rs e ctions  be twe e n g e nde r, race , nature , and cultural re pre s e ntation as
e nvironme ntalis m e me rg e d as  a g lobal is s ue  in the  s e cond half of the  twe ntie th ce ntury. He r work with the
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mountain g orillas  and he r imag e  as  a ce le brity s cie ntis t cre ate d a ne w log ic  for human–g orilla e ncounte rs
that informe d a ne w way to  value  wildlife . The  e s s ay s pe aks  to  the  larg e r implications  of thinking  and acting
with animals  on a g lobal s tag e  and what it re ve als  about the  cultural orig ins  of trans national e nvironme ntal
policy as  we ll as  the  impact of the s e  culturally informe d e nvironme ntal practice s . It trace s  the  s hi  away
from traditional cons e rvation and the  Romantic  ide al of wilde rne s s  toward the  ne w cons e rvation and the
ide al of natural capital.
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