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Abstract

The writings of the Roman astrologers Claudius Ptolemy and Firmicus Maternus contain
accounts not only of the astrological origins of personality but also of the perceived
structure of personality. These accounts bear a strong resemblance to some of the
results emerging from the empirical study of person perception. Two possible reasons
for the similarity are put forward: that the astrologers incorporated â€œnaive
perceptionâ€ into their accounts and that astrology has influenced the way people
perceive one another.
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