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While fewer t han fort y people submit t ed ballot s for t he Quart erly
Survey, t hey seem t o be a represent at ive group; ballot s were submit t ed
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by t eachers, librarians, book st ore managers, and professors, and came
from every part  of  Nort h America. And while hundreds of  di erent  books
were named, t here were clear favorit es in every cat egory. There were
complaint s about  t he meanings of  various cat egories, part icularly "fairy
t ales" and "st orybooks"; but  t he t it les chosen may help t o define t hese
cat egories.

The pict ure books most  admired were: 1. Sendak, Where t he Wild
Things Are; 2. Pot t er, The Tale of  Pet er Rabbit ; 3. Gag, Millions of  Cat s,
and Keat s, The Snowy Day; 4. McCloskey, Make Way for Ducklings; 5.
Sendak, The Nut shell Library and St eig, Sylvest er and t he Magic Pebble.
Also: Burt on, The Lit t le House; Spier, Noah's Ark, Sendak and Minarik, The
Lit t le Bear series; Viorst  and Cruz, Alexander and Terrible, Horrible, No
Good, Very Bad Day; Bemelmans, Madeline. (Many di erent  books by Leo
Lionni were ment ioned, but  no single one received a subst ant ial number
of vot es.)

The illust rat ions most  admired were t he ones for: 1. Sendak, Where
t he Wild Things Are; 2. Burkert , Snow Whit e and t he Seven Dwarves;
Sendak, The Juniper Tree; 4. Shepherd, Winnie t he Pooh, and Williams,
t he Lit t le House books; 5. McCloskey, Make Way for Ducklings; Shepherd,
Wind in t he Willows, Williams, Charlot t e's Web.

The st orybooks for younger children most  admired were: 1. Milne,
Winnie t he Pooh; 2. Hoban, t he Frances books; 3. Lobel, t he Frog and
Toad books; 4. Whit e, Charlot t e's Web; Pot t er, The Tale of  Pet er Rabbit ;
Viorst , Alexander and t he Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day;
Bianco The Velvet een Rabbit ; Sendak, Where t he Wild Things Are. Also,
Seuss, Hort on Hat ches t he Egg; Burt on, The Lit t le House; Grahame, The
Wind in t he Willows; McCloskey, Make Way for Ducklings.

The fairyt ales most  admired were: 1. "Cinderella." 2. "Snow Whit e." 3.
"Sleeping Beaut y;" "Beaut y and t he Beast ." 4. "Rumpelst ilt skin;" "The
Ugly Duckling;" "The Juniper Tree." 5. "Three Billy Goat s Gru ."

The poems most  admired were: 1. Milne, When We Were Very Young



and Now We Are Six. 2. Various poems by David McCord. 3. St evenson, A
Child's Garden of Verses. 4. Various poems by Walt er de la Mare. 5. Various
poems by John Ciardi. 6. Lear, nonsense poems; and Silverst ein, Where
t he Sidewalk Ends. Also: poems by Eva Merriam; poems by Aileen Fisher;
Frost 's You Come Too. (Many di erent  poems or collect ions were
ment ioned, but  t he names of  t he same poet s recurred frequent ly; so it
seemed wise t o list  all t he poems by t he same person t oget her.)

The realist ic novels for children and adolescent s most  admired were:
1. Fit zhugh, Harriet  t he Spy; 2. Hunt , Up a Road Slowly; 3. Wilder, t he Lit t le
House series, and t he Cleavers, Where t he Lilies Bloom; 4. Taylor, Roll of
Thunder, Hear My Cry; Cormier, I Am t he Cheese; Pat erson, Bridge t o
Terabit hia; Nesbit , t he Bast ables books; Twain, Huckleberry Finn. Also:
Konigsberg, From t he MixedUp Files of  Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler;
Armst rong, Sounder; Cormier, The Chocolat e War; Mat his, The Hundred
Penny Box; Pat erson, The Great  Gilly Hopkins; Est es, t he Mo at s series;
Twain, Tom Sawyer; Hunt er, A Sound of Chariot s; Hunt , The Lot t ery Rose.
(Numerous t it les by Beverly Cleary were ment ioned, but  no single one
received a subst ant ial number of  vot es.)

The fant asy novels for children most  admired were: 1. Lewis, t he
Narnia series; 2. Cooper, The Dark is Rising series, and Le Guin, t he
Eart hsea series; 3. Tolkien, The Hobbit ; 4. Alexander, t he Prydain series;
Whit e, Charlot t e's Web; Carroll, t he Alice books; 5. Nort on, t he Borrowers
books; L'Engle, A Wrinkle in t ime; Grahame, The Wind in t he Willows. Also:
Pearce, Tom's Midnight  Garden; Mayne, Eart hfast s; Nesbit , Five Children
and It ; Babbit , Tuck Everlast ing; Christ opher, The Whit e Mount ains; Eager,
Half  Magic; Adams, Wat ership Down; Milne, Winnie t he Pooh.

The animal st ories for children most  admired were: 1. Burnford, The
Incredible Journey; 2. Whit e, Charlot t e's Web; 3. Adams, Wat ership Down;
4. Grahame, Wind in t he Willows, and George, Julie of  t he Wolves; 5.
O'Brien, Mrs. Frisby and t he Rat s of  NIMH; 6. Lawson, Rabbit  Hill; 7.
Rawlings, The Yearling; Nort h, Rascal...
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