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Missionaries, Cartwright, and Spalding
The Development  of  Baseball in Ninet eent h-Cent ury Hawaii

Frank Ardolino

The  mos t e xte ns ive  and re liable  re cords  available  for the  s tudy of the  de ve lopme nt of bas e ball in
nine te e nth-ce ntury Hawaii are  the  conte mporary accounts  of g ame s  playe d be twe e n 186 7 and 189 0  as
re corde d in the  local ne ws pape rs  and Punahou S chool's  ne ws pape rs  and tally book. The s e  re cords
provide  the  date s  and s core s  of the  g ame s ; the  name s  of the  te ams , playe rs , and fie lds ; and, occas ionally,
de s criptions  of the  s iz e  of the  crowds  and the  s ocial e ve nts  accompanying  the  g ame s . In addition to  the s e
factual re cords , the re  is  a s hort me moir writte n by W.R. Cas tle  in 19 24, which, while  furnis hing  us e ful
information about the  e arly form of the  g ame  and its  participants , is  not as  re liable . Finally, the re  are  a
numbe r of mode rn journalis tic  article s  on nine te e nth-ce ntury bas e ball in Hawaii that, be caus e  the y lack
his torical s upport for many of the ir "facts ," oDe n pe rpe tuate  myths , mis conce ptions , and mis information.

What e xis ts  the n is  a craz y quilt of bits  and pie ce s  of factual information couple d with a fallible  me moir and
journalis tic  nos talg ia. This  e s s ay will atte mpt to  provide  a cohe s ive  tre atme nt of the  de ve lopme nt of
bas e ball in nine te e nth-ce ntury Hawaii that will trans ce nd the  limitations  of the  re cords . Howe ve r, it mus t be
re cog niz e d from the  outs e t that I will re main conje ctural in thos e  are as  whe re  g aps , ambig uitie s ,
incons is te ncie s , and improbabilitie s  in the  re cords  prove  ins oluble .

To write  this  type  of e s s ay re quire s  re lating  the  re cords , s uch as  the y are , to  the  his tory of the  pe riod. With
this  me thod, it is  pos s ible  to  pos it thre e  influe nce s  on the  de ve lopme nt of bas e ball in Hawaii: (1) the
coming  of the  Cong re g ational mis s ionarie s  in 1820  and the ir e s tablis hme nt of Punahou S chool, which
be came  the  ce nte r for the  te aching  and playing  of bas e ball; (2) the  arrival of Ne w York bas e ball pione e r
Ale xande r Cartwrig ht in 1849  and his  role  as  promote r of the  g ame  in the  s chools  and community; and (3) the
vis it of the  around-the -world bas e ball tour conducte d by Albe rt G oodwill [End P a g e  2 7 ] S palding  in 1888.
Althoug h the s e  influe nce s  will be  tre ate d as  s e parate  cate g orie s , the y are  in fact clos e ly re late d and
continuous , s panning  the  s e ve nty ye ars  from 1820  to  189 0 , the  pe riod that is  the  major focus  of this  e s s ay.

One  common thre ad among  the m is  that the y we re  e xe rte d upon Hawaii by fore ig ne rs  who vis ite d or s e ttle d
in the  re mote  is land king dom. A s e cond common e le me nt is  cre ate d by the  ne xus  be twe e n the
mis s ionarie s , Punahou S chool, and bas e ball. The  mis s ionarie s  e s tablis he d Punahou to  e ducate  the ir
childre n and to  fos te r the  cre ation of a ne w s ocie ty in Hawaii de dicate d to  Prote s tantis m and the  Ame rican
value s  of capitalis m, compe tition, and prog re s s ivis m. The ir childre n le arne d the s e  value s  and in the
proce s s  de ve lope d bas e ball as  a major re cre ational e xpre s s ion of the m. ADe r the  g raduate s  e nte re d
s ocie ty, the y e ng ine e re d the  political and e conomic chang e s  that ultimate ly le d to  the  anne xation of Hawaii
in 189 8. Ironically, whe n the  S palding  bas e ball tour atte mpte d to  play two g ame s  in Honolulu on S unday,
Nove mbe r 25, 1888, the y we re  pre ve nte d from doing  s o by the  blue  laws , which had be e n cre ate d by the
orig inal mis s ionarie s  and we re  now e nforce d by the ir de s ce ndants , who we re  primarily re s pons ible  for the
de ve lopme nt of bas e ball and the  invitation to  S palding  to  play in Hawaii.

Missionaries, Punahou, And Cartwright

The  Unite d Church of Chris t s e nt more  than 10 0  mis s ionarie s  to  Hawaii be twe e n 1820  and 1850 . Whe n the  firs t
mis s ionary familie s  arrive d in the  Is lands , which at this  time  had a native  population of about 140 ,0 0 0 , the ir
mis s ion cons is te d of thre e  aims : re lig ion, e ducation, and printing .  As  the  Instructions of the Foreign Missions
to the Sandwich Islands de clare d:
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You are  to  aim at... cove ring  thos e  is lands  with s chools  and churche s ;... rais ing  up the ... pe ople  to  an
e le vate d s tate  of Chris tian civiliz ation;... [to] obtain an ade quate  knowle dg e  of the  lang uag e  of the
pe ople ; to  make  the m acquainte d with le tte rs ; to  g ive  the m...
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