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Abstract: This essa y is a persona l response to the w ork of Muriel Spa rk, not a critica l
a ppra isa l. Ma ny of those exist elsew here, cov ering a ll but the la test of her tw enty
nov els. I w a nt to d escribe a y ea r-long immersion in the w ork of a n a uthor, w hich ha s
some of the cha ra cteristics of a lov e a f f a ir, includ ing a n a ttempt to seek id entity w ith
the lov er, a n a pprehension of her essentia l otherness, a nd a n end to the a f f a ir w hich
w a s a s sud d en a s the sta rt.
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