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Abstract
Package tours by air have been a significant factor in the expansion of international
tourism in Europe since the 1960s. T his paper examines the geographical dimensions of
charter flights in Europe through an analysis of civil aviation data at different scales. A
review of the development and organization of package tours precedes an examination
of country-to-country flows within Europe. With the dominant patterns and major
changes in the general structure of the European charter traffic over the period
1970â€“1980 identified, attention is focused on subnational patterns. Particular attention
is paid to regional variations in nonscheduled flights to Spain. Aspects of spatial variations
in the demand for package tours within generating countries are also explored.
Explanation of the spatial patterns identified is largely to be found in the way in which
this sector of the tourist industry is organized and has developed.

RÃ©sumÃ©

Aspects gÃ©ographiques des vols charters en Europe. Les voyages organisÃ©s par
avion ont jouÃ© un rÇ’le trÃ©s important dans l'expansion du tourisme international en
Europe depuis les annÃ©es 60. On examine dans cet article les aspects
gÃ©ographiques des vols non rÃ©guliers en Europe en analysant, Ã des echelles
diffÃ©rentes, des donnÃ©es de l'aviation civile. AprÃ¨s avoir tracÃ© le
dÃ©veloppement et l'organisation des charters, on examine les flux pays-Ã -pays Ã
l'intÃ©rieur de l'Europe. Ayant Ã©tabli la structure et l'Ã©volution du trafic non
rÃ©gulier de 1970 Ã 1980, on passe Ã une analyse des vols ville-Ã -ville, notamment de
ceux qui se dirigent vers l'Espagne. Des aspects gÃ©ographiques de la demande pour
les charters Ã l'intÃ©rieur des pays Ã©metteurs sont aussi pris en consideration.
L'explication des flux identifiÃ©s se trouve principalement dans l'organisation de ce
secteur du tourisme.
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