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Audience diversity, participation and interpretation®

CHARLES GOODWIN®*

Abstract

Thiz paper investigoles how an oudience and the inferpretive work in which it
iz engaped are constifuted throwugh a dymamic process of oRgoing interaciion.
Analyzis focuses first on how the fopic of the falk in progress can bath pro-
vide an arema for displaying competence and expertize, and differentisfe
members of an mudience from each other in ferms of thelr gocess fo that
gdomaim of discowrse, Seconrd, through ifs interpretive work and participation
dizplaps an audience can shape what @5 fo be made of the falk they are hear-
g Typleally speakers provide theldr recipienss with an nirial characterization
of @ gtory they are ahour fo fell which aces as g gulde for thelr undersfanding
of thote evenes, In addivion, throughout the relling, the speaker, through hizf
her gestieres, infonation, word seleciion ond arrangeriend of evenls, proposes
a certain alignment fo the story being told, However, recipients through their-
frrtergction with each other can offer competing fromeworks for both in-
terpretation and alignment witich undercut those of the speaker, The mieaning
thar the sfory will be found fo fuve thus emerges not from the actions of the
speaker alone, but rather as the product of a collohorative process of inter-
aetion in which the aedience plays g very active role.

*  An earbier version of this paper was presented at a session on The Aadience as Co-
Authar® at the 1984 anpual meeting of the American Anthropological Association,
Deemver, Colorade,

=% 1 am desply indebted 10 Alessandro Duranti and Marjorie Goodwin for comments
on an earlier veridon of this aralysis.
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