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The Le  Behind Series and Christ ian Fundament alism's New World Order

Melani McAlister
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In the  fall of 20 0 1, about s ix we e ks  a e r the  e ve nts  of S e pte mbe r 11, a nove l calle d Desecration was  re le as e d.
The  book was  part of the  pathbre aking  Le  Behind s e rie s  writte n by cons e rvative  e vang e lis t Tim LaHaye  and
write r Je rry Je nkins , which de s cribe s  the  "e nd of time s ," the  ris e  of the  Antichris t, and the  final battle  of
Armag e ddon, all of which fig ure  promine ntly in Chris tian apocalyptic  the ory. Descecration we nt on to  be come
the  be s t-s e lling  hardback book of the  ye ar, moving  John G ris ham out of the  numbe r one  s pot he  had he ld
e ve ry ye ar s ince  19 9 4, and it did s o  a e r only thre e  months  on the  s he lve s .  Desecration built on the
re markable  s ucce s s  of its  pre de ce s s ors . To date , e le ve n books  of the  planne d fourte e n-book s e rie s  have
be e n re le as e d, and the  las t five  have  all de bute d at numbe r one  on the  be s ts e lle r lis ts . In total, the y have
s old more  than thirty-two million copie s  (e xcluding  g raphic  nove ls  and childre n's  ve rs ions ) s ince  the  firs t
book appe are d in 19 9 5. 

The  Le  Behind nove ls  are  unabas he dly fundame ntalis t fiction, bas e d on lite ralis t inte rpre tations  of the  "e nd
of time " as  unde rs tood throug h the  prophe tic  books  of the  Bible . Althoug h the  [End P a g e  7 7 3 ] popular
s ucce s s  of the  s e rie s  was  alre ady we ll e s tablis he d be fore  S e pte mbe r 11, the  e ve nts  of that day s purre d a
ne w inte re s t in the  books  and the  larg e r fie ld of biblical prophe cy. For many fundame ntalis ts  in the  Unite d
S tate s , the  te rroris t attacks  we re  more  than s imply horrific  political cris is  or pe rs onal los s ; the y we re  als o
furthe r proof that the  e nd of time s  pre dicte d in biblical prophe cy was  immine nt. Thos e  who mine  the
apocalyptic  books  of the  Bible  for s ig ns  of the  S e cond Coming  of Chris t o e n arg ue  that "wars  and rumors  of
wars " as  we ll as  g re at s orrow and tribulation are  ke y indicators  of the  quicke ning  of G od's  plan.  Whe n that
plan unfolds , the  Middle  Eas t will be  the  s tag e  and Is rae l will be  at the  he art of the  s tory, as  Je s us  Chris t
hims e lf re turns  to  fig ht on the  s ide  of his  Chos e n Pe ople  ag ains t the  Antichris t.

The  Le  Behind nove ls  de s cribe  the  e xpe rie nce s  of a g roup of ne wly committe d Chris tians  who live  throug h
the  te rrible  e ve nts  le ading  up to  Armag e ddon and Chris t's  re turn. In accordance  with biblical prophe cie s ,
the s e  be lie ve rs  mus t face  the  ris e  of the  Antichris t, who will pe rs e cute  Chris tians  and Je ws , take  ove r as
dictator of a one -world g ove rnme nt, le ad a g lobal crus ade  ag ains t Is rae l, and e ve ntually bring  the  world to
Armag e ddon.  LaHaye  and Je nkins  have  cons tructe d fas t-pace d and plot-drive n s torie s  that are  als o
g e ne ric  hybrids , combining  traditional e vang e lical homily with s cie nce -fiction-like  thre ats  and action-
adve nture  thrills , comple te  with ple nty of male  bonding  and hig h-flying  cape rs .

Until re ce ntly, the  s e rie s  was  all but invis ible  in libe ral and inte lle ctual c ircle s , thoug h that is  chang ing . In
20 0 2, LaHaye  and Je nkins  we re  the  ce nte r of frie ndly inte rvie ws  with CNN, ABC, NPR, CBS , CNBC, and Time
mag az ine , among  othe rs .  De s pite  e xtraordinary ne ws pape r and te le vis ion cove rag e , howe ve r, e ach
account of the  Le  Behind phe nome non finds  it ne ce s s ary to  introduce  the  books  to  an audie nce  who
pre s umably finds  the ir ve ry e xis te nce  to  be  ne ws . Evang e licalis m its e lf appe ars  as  a nove lty to  the  major
me dia, ye t approximate ly one -third of Ame ricans  de fine  the ms e lve s  as  "born ag ain."  (Fundame ntalis ts  are
be s t de fine d as  a s ubs e t of e vang e lical Chris tians , who are  g e ne rally more  lite ral in the ir biblical
inte rpre tations  and o e n more  inte re s te d in prophe cy than othe r e vang e licals  or mainline  Prote s tant
de nominations  or Catholics . ) The  popularity of Le  Behind is  no doubt conne cte d to  the  much broade r
g rowth in the  s ale s  of re lig ious -the me d cultural products  in the  Unite d S tate s , rang ing  from books  on Ne w
Ag e  s pirituality and Je wis h dating  to  Chris tian T-s hirts  and Hindi lunch boxe s . S ale s  of re lig ious  ite ms  have
g rown by more  than a third in...
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