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Abstract
A major facility for manufacturing research is being established at the National Bureau of
Standards (NBS). T he facility is designed to provide extreme flexibility and to be capable
of emulating a wide variety of manufacturing cells typical of a small machine job shop.
T he control architecture adopted is hierarchical in nature and highly modular. T he facility
will be used for research on interface standards and metrology in an automated
environment.
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Dr. John A. Simpson is presently Director of the Center for Manufacturing Engineering
at the National Bureau of Standards (NBS), with background in the fields of dimensional
metrology, electron optics, photo-optical instrument design, and mechanics. Prior to his
appointment to this position, Dr. Simpson served as Chief of the Mechanics Division,
Deputy Chief of the Optical Physics Division, and Chief of the Electron Physics Section,
all at NBS, and was a Research Physicst at Lehigh University. Dr. Simpson is a Fellow of
the American Physical Society and has been active in its Division of Electron Physics. He
has served on the National Academy of Sciences/National Research Council Panel for
NAT O Postdoctoral Fellowships. In 1975, he received the Department of Commerce
Gold Medal award in recognition for his accomplishments in modernizing the metrology
services of NBS. In 1980, he received the NBS Applied Research Award (jointly) for his
part in the development and implementation of the automated, self-correcting threeaxis coordinate measuring machine which enables manufacturers to characterize and
correct errors in machine tools during manufacturing processes.
Dr. Robert J. Hocken is presently Chief of the Automated Production T echnology
Division at the National Bureau of Standards, with background in the areas of critical
phenomena, machine tool metrology, three-dimensional metrology, laser optics,

manufacturing technology, and polarimetry. His division at NBS develops and maintains
competence in machine tool dynamics, precision engineering, robotics, and computer
aided manufacturing, and is concerned with the incorporation of metrology into the
precision metal working processes, including the standards necessary for integration of
equipment up to the manufacturing cell level. Prior to appointment to this position, Dr.
Hocken held a National Research Council Postdoctoral position at NBS, was Leader of
the Dimensional Metrology Group, and Chief of the Dimensional T echnology Section at
NBS. Dr. Hocken is a member of the American Physical Society, the American Society
for T esting and Materials, and the International Institute for Production Engineering
Research. He is a widely recognized expert in production metrology and recipient of the
T aylor Medal of CIRP for contributions to metrology, the Department of Commerce
Silver Medal for three-dimensional metrology, the IR-100 Award for the large-scale
measuring machine, and the NBS Applied Research Award (jointly) for the development
of the three-axis measuring machine which enables manufacturers to characterize and
correct errors in machine tools during manufacturing processes.
Dr. james S. Albus is presently Acting Chief of the Industrial Systems Division and
Manager of the Programmable Automation Section, Center for Manufacturing
Engineering, National Bureau of Standards. He has received the Department of
Commerce Silver Medal for his work in control theory and manipulator design and the
Industrial Research IR-100 award for his work in brain modeling and computer design. He
is the author of numerous articles in technical journals including a survey article on robot
systems for Scientific American (February 1976) and an entry to Encyclopedia
Americana on â€œRobotsâ€. He has written articles on robotics for OMNI Magazine,
Metal Working News, and BYTE Magazine. Dr. Albus has also been quoted in other
national magazines, such as TIME, Fortune, Reader's Digest, NEXT, and Discover, and
has appeared in a number of T V interviews. Before coming to the Bureau of Standards,
he designed electro-optical systems for more than 15 NASA spacecraft, seven of which
are on permanent display in the Smithsonian Air and Space Museum. For a short time he
served as program manager of the NASA Artificial Intelligence Program. His latest book
Brains, Behavior and Robotics was published by McGraw-Hill in November 1981. Dr.
Albus has also written a book entitled Peoples' Capitalism: The Economics of the
Robot Revolution in which he addressess some of the central social and economic
issues raised by the advent of computer controlled robot industries.
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