
Does electoral accountability affect economic
policy choices? Evidence from gubernatorial
term limits.

Does Electoral Accountability Affect Economic
Policy Choices? Evidence from Gubernatorial
Term Limits
Timothy Besley, Anne Case

The Quarterly Journal of Economics, Volume 110, Issue 3, 1 August 1995, Pages 769–
798, https://doi.org/10.2307/2946699
Published:  01 August 1995

Article Navig ation

Email Twitter Facebook

Cite



Permissions



Share



  

#
#
#
#
https://doi.org/10.2307/2946699
#
#
#
#
#
#
http://blogxd.info/dspace/pr/RG9lcyBlbGVjdG9yYWwgYWNjb3VudGFiaWxpdHkgYWZmZWN0IGVjb25vbWljIHBvbGljeSBjaG9pY2VzPyBFdmlkZW5jZSBmcm9tIGd1YmVybmF0b3JpYWwgdGVybSBsaW1pdHM=


Abstract

Issue Section:
Articles

© 1995 by the President and Fellows of  Harvard Colleg e and the Massachusetts Institute of
Technolog y

You do not currently have access to this article.
Download all figures

This paper analyzes the behavior of U. S. governors from 1950 to 1986 to

investigate a reputation-building model of political behavior. We argue that

differences in the behavior of governors who face a binding term limit and

those who are able to run again provides a source of variation in discount

rates that can be used to test a political agency model. We find evidence

that taxes, spending, and other policy instruments respond to a binding

term limit if a Democrat is in office. The result is a fiscal cycle in term-limit

states, which lowers state income when the term limit binds.
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