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Abstract: The history of medical ethics is long and eventful. Recently the field has come of age,
again. Philosophers, ethicists and physicians have made medical ethics part of their
profession. As far back as the Golden Age, the Hippocratic cult had a code of ethics that its
members followed. Today the American Medical Association (AMA) has a set of Principles of
Ethics. The Declaration of Geneva is also a set of ethical principles that apply to medicine.
Before the 70s these were the only codes of ethics that physicians would turn to for advice. A
body of medical ethics, developed for its own sake did not exist. The codes that did exists often
could not keep pace with advances in medical technology. Many time following a rule would
make you do something that you know was not right. Often times the codes were not
compatible so that the solution to an ethical problem often led to conflict. This book was written
in an attempt to avoid these problems and to provide physicians with a set of ethics that were
their own. The book has 4 parts: (1) discusses Hippocrates, the Popes, Ahimsa, and the right's
of the patient; (2) established the basis of medical ethics, the problems with professional
physician ethics and social contract; (3) lays out the principles of medical ethics, the principles
of beneficence, autonomy, honesty, and justice; (4) relating cases to principles, principal
conflict resolution, and lexical ordering. The book also contains 12 case studies that are used to
expand points into reality on the subjects of humane murder of a helpless infant, physician
advertising, breaking confidentially, health planning, homosexuality, placenta research, active
killing with parental consent, and physician as executioner.
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