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For He nry Larom, Ruthe rford Montg ome ry, and Mary O’Hara, in cons tructing  s torie s  about boys  coming -of-
ag e  with s ig nificant hors e  companions  in the  Ame rican We s t in the  19 40 s  and 19 50 s  the y turne d to  the
We s te rn as  the ir s tructural mode l. To s ome  de g re e , all thre e  utiliz e d We s te rn conve ntions , but as  the
write rs  move  furthe r from this  mode l, mos t s pe cifically e s che wing  g un viole nce  as  an indicator of he rois m,
the  cowboy’s  “othe r” s tandard appurte nance , the  hors e , be come s  prog re s s ive ly more  s ig nificant. The
hors e , ultimate ly, is  a bridg e  be twe e n the  We s te rn and the  coming -of-ag e  tale , he lping  to  cre ate  a ne w form
of childre n’s  fiction from the  two g e nre s  in which the  books  participate .
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