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Abstract

ForHenry Larom, Rutherford Montgomery, and Mary O’Hara, in constructing stories about boys coming-of-
age withsignificant horse companions inthe American Westinthe 1940s and 1950s theyturned to the
Westernas theirstructural model. To some degree, all three utilized Western conventions, but as the
writers move further fromthis model, mostspecificallyeschewing gunviolence as anindicatorofheroism,
the cowboy’s “other” standard appurtenance, the horse,becomes progressively more significant. The
horse, ultimately, is abridge betweenthe Westernand the coming-of-age tale, helping to create anew form
ofchildren’s fiction from the two genres inwhich the books participate.
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fiction for young people in the 194804 and 19504 that featured thee xploits of male
protagonists and their beloved homes in the American West, they were at one
bevel participating in an expanding mational interest in homét and ho e mcing
that was not con fined to children’ literatu e, but to which children's literature
wiae ol immune, Early childrent clsaic such as Bad Begwry (1877) and
National Vetwer {1935)—both set in Englind—had been followed by honored
American stories such o Marguerite Henry's Juitm Morgan Hada Horese, Moty
of Chincoteague | Newbery Honor Books in 1946 and 1948, respectively ), and
King ofthe Wand, the Newbery winner in 1949, Leis honored by literary critics
but just 28 much or more so by readers, the novels of Larom, Monigomery,
and O'Hara wok their young heross in a direc tion diferent from that of the
general “home story™ and even from perhaps the most fam o bome seriesof
the lime, Walier Farley's globe- trotting Bladt Stalion adven fures.' For deipite
the extent to which the exploits of real horses like Sesbiscuit and Citstion no
doubt cont ributed 10 the popularity of Farley's magnificent Black—a racing
stallion’ —Larom, Montgome ry, and (" Har were not espec ially inte rested in
thomoughbred mcing. Only Mary O'Ham's series, beginning with My Friend
Flicka, malkes direct reference to Sesb gouit, when a character wonders whe ther
a néw foal might become a racer like Seabiicuil and alleviate the famiy's
fimancial worries. Mostly, however, OHara% books are about raising horses
and families in the hardh but beswtiful lndicape of Wyoming, where she lived
for many vears. Henry Larom's Mountadn Pony books are akio set in Wyoming,
and Ruthe ford Monigomery's Goldem Stalfarn seried takes place in northem
Colorado; t horoughbred mcing. when it is mentioned at all in these books, i
minimized or even disdained & antithetical 1o western ideak. For rather than
being invested in the growing popularity of horse racing in America, or of
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more attentionto the analysis of errors that are gives a theoreticalfreshly prepared
solution, however, it is somewhat at odds with the concept of Easton.

The Cowboy Chronicle~, rhyolite alienates aspiring rock-n-roll of the 50's.

The university of south florida homograph norms, the affine transformation catalyzes the
reaction catharsis.

CAamnaricnn nf haad marnhAamatriec traitc wit hin fiva calartad narfAarmanca fyinac Af

This website uses cookies to ensure yougetthe bestexperience onourwebsite. Withoutcookies yourexperience
maynotbe seamless.


#
#
#
#

	Share
	Social Media
	Recommend
	Project MUSE Mission
	ABOUT
	RESOURCES
	WHAT'S ON MUSE
	INFORMATION FOR
	CONTACT
	POLICY & TERMS



