
How HIV-1 causes AIDS: implications for
prevention and treatment.

Medical Hypotheses
Volume 62, Issue 4, April 2004, Pages 549-553

How HIV-1 causes AIDS: implicat ions for prevention and
treatment
Harold D Foster

Sh o w m o reSh o w m o re

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mehy.2003.12.009

Get rights and content

Abstract

HIV-1 encodes for one of the human glutathione peroxidases. As a consequence, as it is
replicated, its genetic needs cause it to deprive HIV-1 seropositive individuals not only of
glutathione peroxidase, but also of the four basic components of this selenoenzyme,
namely selenium, cysteine, glutamine, and tryptophan. Eventually this depletion process
causes severe deficiencies of all these substances. These, in turn, are responsible for the
major symptoms of AIDS which include immune system collapse, greater susceptibility
to cancer and myocardial infarction, muscle wasting, depression, diarrhea, psychosis and
dementia. As the immune system fails, associated pathogenic cofactors become
responsible for a variety of their own unique symptoms. Any treatment for HIV/AIDS
must, therefore, include normalization of body levels of glutathione, glutathione
peroxidase, selenium, cysteine, glutamine, and tryptophan. Although various clinical trials
have improved the health of AIDS patients by correcting one or more of these
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nutritional deficiencies, they have not, until the present, been addressed together.
Physicians involved in a selenium and amino-acid field trial in Botswana, however, are
reporting that this nutritional protocol reverses AIDS in 99% of patients receiving it,
usually within three weeks.
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