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SUMMARY

Stone maps t he force, vivacit y, and st ories wit hin our most  mundane
mat t er, st one. For t oo long st one has served as an unexamined
met aphor for t he “really real”: blunt  fact ualit y, nat ure’s curt  rebuke. Yet ,
medieval writ ers knew t hat  st ones drop wit h f ire from t he sky, emerge
t hrough t he subt erranean lovemaking of  t he element s, t umble along
riverbeds from Eden, part ner wit h t he masons who build worlds wit h
t hem. Such mot ion suggest s an ecological enmeshment  and an almost
creat urely mineral life.

Alt hough geological t ime can leave us reeling, Je rey Jerome Cohen
argues t hat  st one’s endurance is also an invit at ion t o apprehend t he
world in ot her t han human t erms. Never t ruly inert , st one poses a
profound challenge t o modernit y’s disenchant ment s. It s agency
undermines t he human desire t o be separat e from t he environment , a
bifurcat ion t hat  renders nat ure “out  t here,” a mere resource for
recreat ion, consumpt ion, and exploit at ion.

Writ t en wit h great  verve and elegance, t his pioneering work is not able
not  only for int erweaving t he medieval and t he modern but  also as a
major cont ribut ion t o ecot heory. Comprising chapt ers organized by
concept  —“Geophilia,” “Time,” “Force,” and “Soul”—Cohen seamlessly
brings t oget her a wide range of  t opics including st one’s pot ent ial t o
t ransport  humans int o nonant hropocent ric scales of  place and t ime, t he
“pet rif icat ion” of  cert ain cult ures, t he messages fossils bear, t he
archit ect ure of  Bordeaux and Mont parnasse, Yucca Mount ain and nuclear
wast e disposal, t he abilit y of  st one t o communicat e across millennia in
st ruct ures like St onehenge, and debat es over whet her st ones
reproduce and have souls.

Showing t hat  what  is o en assumed t o be t he most  lifeless of
subst ances is, in it s own t ime, rest less and forever in mot ion, Stone
f it t ingly concludes by t aking us t o Iceland�a land t hat , writ es t he aut hor,
“reminds us t hat  st one like wat er is alive, t hat  st one like wat er is
t ransient .”
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