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Based on her analysis of archaeological evidence from the excavations of
Maya churches at Tipu and Lamanai, Elizabeth Graham seeks to
understand why the Maya sometimes actively embraced Catholicism
during the period of European conquest and continued to worship in this

way even afterthe end of Spanish occupation.

The Maya in Belize appearto have continued to burytheirdead in
Christian churchyards long after the churches themselves had falleninto
disuse. They also seem to have hidden pre-Hispanic objects of worship in
Christian sacred spaces during times of persecution, and excavations
revealthe style of the early churches to be unmistakably Franciscan. T he

evidence suggests that the Mava remained Christian after 1700. when
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