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Based on her analysis of  archaeological evidence from t he excavat ions of
Maya churches at  Tipu and Lamanai, Elizabet h Graham seeks t o
underst and why t he Maya somet imes act ively embraced Cat holicism
during t he period of  European conquest  and cont inued t o worship in t his
way even a0er t he end of Spanish occupat ion.

The Maya in Belize appear t o have cont inued t o bury t heir dead in
Christ ian churchyards long a0er t he churches t hemselves had fallen int o
disuse. They also seem t o have hidden pre-Hispanic object s of  worship in
Christ ian sacred spaces during t imes of  persecut ion, and excavat ions
reveal t he st yle of  t he early churches t o be unmist akably Franciscan. The
evidence suggest s t hat  t he Maya remained Christ ian a0er 1700, when
Spaniards were no longer in cont rol, which challenges t he widespread
assumpt ion t hat  because Christ ianit y was imposed by force it  was never
properly assimilat ed by indigenous peoples.

Combining hist orical and archaeological dat a wit h her experience of
having been raised as a Roman Cat holic, Graham proposes a way of
assessing t he concept  of  religious experience and processes of
conversion t hat  t akes int o account  t he mat erial, visual, sensual, and even
olfact ory manifest at ions of  t he sacred.

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


List of Maps
pp. xiii-xiv

 Download | Save

Acknowledgments
pp. xv-xviii

 Download | Save

Introduction
pp. 1-6

 Download | Save

Part 1
p. 7

 Download | Save

1. The View from Belize and the Vision from St.
Mike’s
pp. 9-28

 Download | Save

2. Yucatan and Belize on the Eve of Conquest
pp. 29-58

 Download | Save

3. Cheese and Terms
pp. 59-85

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


 Download | Save

4. Being Christian and the Doctrine of the
Church
pp. 86-102

 Download | Save

Part 2
p. 103

 Download | Save

5. The Environment of Early Contact
pp. 105-136

 Download | Save

6. The Millennial Kingdom and the Belize
Missions
pp. 137-164

 Download | Save

Part 3
p. 165

 Download | Save

7. How to Tell a Church
pp. 167-188

 Download | Save

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


8. The Churches at Tipu and Lamanai
pp. 189-238

 Download | Save

9. Reductions and Upheaval in the Seventeenth
Century
pp. 239-260

 Download | Save

Part 4
p. 261

 Download | Save

10. What Europe Did for Us
pp. 263-284

 Download | Save

11. Being Pagan
pp. 285-306

 Download | Save

12. Everyone Knows What a Dragon Looks Like
pp. 307-313

 Download | Save

Appendix 1
pp. 314-322

 Download | Save

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


Appendix 2
pp. 323-324

 Download | Save

Notes
pp. 325-374

 Download | Save

Glossary of Terms
pp. 375-384

 Download | Save

References Cited
pp. 385-414

 Download | Save

Index
pp. 415-435

 Download | Save

About the Author, Further Reading
p. 436

 Download | Save

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


ABOUT

Publishers
Discovery Part ners

Advisory Board
Journal Subscribers

Book Cust omers
Conferences

RESOURCES

News & Announcement s
Promot ional Mat erial

Get  Alert s
Present at ions

WHAT'S ON MUSE

Open Access
Journals

Books

INFORMATION FOR

Project MUSE Mission

Project  MUSE promot es t he creat ion and disseminat ion of  essent ial humanit ies and
social science resources t hrough collaborat ion wit h libraries, publishers, and scholars
worldwide. Forged from a part nership bet ween a universit y press and a library,
Project  MUSE is a t rust ed part  of  t he academic and scholarly communit y it  serves.

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


Publishers
Librarians
Individuals

CONTACT

Cont act  Us
Help

Feedback

  

POLICY & TERMS

Accessibilit y
Privacy Policy
Terms of Use

2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

+1 (4 10) 516-6989
muse@press.jhu.edu

Now and always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires.

B uilt o n the  Jo hns Ho pkins Unive rsity Ca mpus

© 20 18  Pro je ct MUSE. Pro duce d by Jo hns Ho pkins Unive rsity Pre ss in co lla bo ra tio n with The  She rida n Libra rie s.

Maya Christ ians and t heir churches in sixt eent h-cent ury Belize, t he object  of  law is act ively

#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#


imposes a slight  t rough.
Christ ian fait h in t he market place, it  nat urally follows t hat  t he equat ion of  small hesit at ion
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