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Based on her analysis of  archaeological evidence from t he excavat ions of
Maya churches at  Tipu and Lamanai, Elizabet h Graham seeks t o
underst and why t he Maya somet imes act ively embraced Cat holicism
during t he period of  European conquest  and cont inued t o worship in t his
way even a0er t he end of Spanish occupat ion.

The Maya in Belize appear t o have cont inued t o bury t heir dead in
Christ ian churchyards long a0er t he churches t hemselves had fallen int o
disuse. They also seem t o have hidden pre-Hispanic object s of  worship in
Christ ian sacred spaces during t imes of  persecut ion, and excavat ions
reveal t he st yle of  t he early churches t o be unmist akably Franciscan. The
evidence suggest s t hat  t he Maya remained Christ ian a0er 1700, when
Spaniards were no longer in cont rol, which challenges t he widespread
assumpt ion t hat  because Christ ianit y was imposed by force it  was never
properly assimilat ed by indigenous peoples.

Combining hist orical and archaeological dat a wit h her experience of
having been raised as a Roman Cat holic, Graham proposes a way of
assessing t he concept  of  religious experience and processes of
conversion t hat  t akes int o account  t he mat erial, visual, sensual, and even
olfact ory manifest at ions of  t he sacred.
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