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The t radit ion of  hist orical lit erat ure begun by Herodot us and Thucydides
molded t he early Greek novel. As t he genre evolved, however, Greek
novels moved away from t heir hist orical root s t o become more heavily
influenced by myt hological t radit ions. Edmund Cueva's new book
examines t he lit erary uses t o which t he ancient  novelist s put  t heir
myt hological mat erial. His work offers a st imulat ing discussion of  myt hs
and t heir rise t o prominence as t he key feat ure of  t he fully developed
Greek novel. He also t akes int o account  t he impact  of  t he Roman
conquest  on t he development  of  t he Greek novel, t he last  t rue lit erary
creat ion of  t he Greek world. The Myt hs of  Fict ion will int erest  scholars of
Greek lit erarure, imperial hist ory, lit erary myt h, int ert ext ualit y, and
comparat ive lit erat ure. Edmund Cueva is Associat e Professor and Chair of
Classics at  Xavier Universit y.
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