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Regional DialectLabels in Thorndike-Barnhart Dictionaries David K. Barnhart The first dialect dictionaryin
Englishis generally attributed toJohn Ray (16 74), the father of English natural history and the personlargely
responsible forthe establishmentofanearlysystemforthe classification ofplants,adopting the floweras
the basis forclassifying theminto generaand species.ElishaColes (1676) follows Phillips (1658) in the
generalvocabularyand inthe entryofpropernames;he departs fromthe conventionalinincluding canting
terms and dialectalwords. These appearinthe generallistinalphabeticalorderand are designated by
abbreviations explained by Coles in his introduction (Starnes and Noyes 1946,60). Coles appears to have
beenthe firstlexicographerto have "deliberatelychosento introduce theminto a generaldictionary"
(Starnes and Noyes 1946,63). NoahWebsterrecognized and identified dialects in his An American
Dictionary ofthe English Language (1828), as atclever:clever,a.—3.InNew England, good-natured,
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possessing anagreeable mind ordisposition. In Great Britain, this word is applied to the bodyorits
movements,inits literalsense ....InNew England, a clevermanis a manofpleasing, obliging disposition....
Itis acolloquialword but sometimes found inrespectable writing. This usage maybe what SamuelJohnson
reported inhis greatdictionaryas:"...[4.] This is alowword, scarcelyeverused butinburlesque or
conversation;and applied to any thing a man likes, without a settled meaning." In his dictionary of 1846,
JosephE.Worcesterreported essentially the same informationas had Webstersome 20 years earlier. In
Dialect Labels in Thorndike-Barnhart Dictionaries 139 the 1888 edition of Worcester's abridgment ofthat
earlierwork, clever,inthe sense of"obliging," is labeled "[U.S.]." Nuttall's Standard Dictionary (1891) also
labels it U.S. The 1867 editionof ACommon-School Dictionary ofthe English Language, while entering the
termclever,togetherwiththe meaning cited above, did not labelthat meaning as regionalinanyway.
Indeed, veryfewschooldictionaries ofthe 19th centuryindicated dialect:inconsulting dictionaries for
schoolchildrencompiled before the turnofthe century — Turner's The School Dictionary (1829), Cobb's
(1846),and adaptations of Walker's (1839) dictionaryforschools — I find that the editors did notconcern
themselves with dialect. Turner (1829) in his preface says nothing aboutit: The study ofthe dictionaryas of
late is muchneglected inschools. This may have ariseninpartfrom the factthat no dictionarycould be
obtained, adapted to the wants ofschools butthe principalreasonundoubtedlyis this;the systemof
teaching which prevails inourcommonschools is fundamentally wrong .... The attentionofbothteacherand
scholaris exclusively confined to letters, words, and sounds;ofcourse ideas are neithercommunicated or
received. Defining,is anexercise rarelyattempted incommonschools and the dictionaryis banished from
the school-house .... However,both Webster's Acade mic Dictionary (1895) and Webster's Secondary School
Dictionary (1925) enterclever meaning "obliging" and labelit "Dial,or Colloqg." The early Thorndike-Barnhart
dictionaries were originally e ntitled Thorndike Century Dictionaries and were intended as aschoolseries.
Laterthe series was to include The Thorndike-Barnhart Comprehensive Desk Dictionary and was ultimate ly
capped bythe World Book Encycbpedia Dictionary (first published in 196 3); both were direct outgrowths of
the Centurytradition. This tradition can find some connectionto Ogilvie's The Imperial Dictionary (1850).
Roswell Smith, President ofthe CenturyCo.,had suggested a projectthat would incorporate adictionaryas
described in William Dwight Whitney's (1889) preface,to be "serviceable foreveryliteraryand practical use;
amore complete collectionofthe technicalterms ...;and the addition to the definitions properofsuch
related encyclopedic matter with pictorialillustrations as shall constitute a convenientbook for general
reference " (see Bailey,1996). And, more specific to the following discussion, Whitneystates the
importance ofconsidering the inclusionofdialectterms: 140David K. Barnhart The first dutyofa
comprehensive dictionaryis collection, notselection. When a fullaccountofthe language is sought, every
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Hamlin Garland's Retreat from Realism, evenin this short fragment it can be seenthat the
vigilance of the observeris a sedimentary laser, because modern music is not remembered.
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