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Abstract :  The new edition of this popular introductory textbook on medical 
incorporates more recent work in this rapidly growing discipline. It provides a clear and
comprehensive survey of the main areas of medical sociology, which doctors, nurses and
anyone interested in the delivery and planning of health care services will find useful. 
After a brief outline of the sociological perspective, the sociological and psychological
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context of illness is considered, the concept of the sick role is introduced and aspects of
the doctor-patient relationship are discussed. The focus of the latter part of the book is on

occupational groupings in medicine, the hospital as a complex organization and wider
aspects of the provision of medical care. Into this framework the author carefully
introduces a wide range of research material to illuminate and expand the concepts
considered. 
A possible limitation of the book stems from some of its qualities. The jargon-free
presentation achieves a remarkable degree of clarity and simplicity from which the reader
may not appreciate the complexity of the subject or the extent of the debates which
continue on conceptual and methodological issues. Thus, it may be instructive and useful
but may not whet the appetite for further exploration into this rich discipline. J. 
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