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Abstract
T his commentary addresses itself to D.K. Lapsley and M.N. Murphy's critique (1985,
Developmental Review, 5 , 201â€“217) of my theory of egocentrism (D. Elkind, 1967,
Child Development, 38 , 1025â€“1034). T hese authors argue that the theory of
egocentrism is inconsistent, that self-other differentiation occurs earlier than the theory
suggests, and that self-consciousness does not require egocentrism. T hey conclude
that perspective taking provides a more consistent and clear explanation of the
adolescent phenomena of the imaginary audience and the personal fable than does
egocentricism. I disagree and counter their arguments with my own.
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