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Abstract: Recently my treasured aunt d ied. I was struck by many competing
imperatives: the need to be with the shock, and the need to keep going; the need to
go to the funeral, and the fear it would fall on a day that would require a lot of
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rescheduling; the desire to give my aunt room in my mind and heart, while also
'suddenly' f inding so many stories of  grief  in my caseload that also required my
careful attention.
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