
Security, two diplomacies, and the formation
of the US Constitution: Review, interpretation,
and new directions for the study of the early
American period.

Security, Two Diplomacies, and the Formation
of the U.S. Constitution: Review,
Interpretation, and New Directions for the
Study of the Early American Period
Robbie J. Totten

Diplomatic History, Volume 36, Issue 1, 1 January 2012, Pages 77–117,
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-7709.2011.01011.x
Published:  19 January 2012

Article Navig ation

Email Twitter Facebook

Cite



Permissions



Share



  

#
#
#
#
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-7709.2011.01011.x
#
#
#
#
#
#
http://blogxd.info/dspace/pr/U2VjdXJpdHksIHR3byBkaXBsb21hY2llcywgYW5kIHRoZSBmb3JtYXRpb24gb2YgdGhlIFVTIENvbnN0aXR1dGlvbjogUmV2aWV3LCBpbnRlcnByZXRhdGlvbiwgYW5kIG5ldyBkaXJlY3Rpb25zIGZvciB0aGUgc3R1ZHkgb2YgdGhlIGVhcmx5IEFtZXJpY2FuIHBlcmlvZA==


Abstract

Issue Section:
Articles

© The Society f or Historians of  American Foreig n Relations (SHAFR)

You do not currently have access to this article.
Download all figures

The making of the Constitution was an international event consisting of

envoys from the thirteen states seeking to devise a solution to two

diplomatic and security crises, that amongst the units (states and regions)

of the Confederation with one another and with foreign powers. Early

America is often structured as a fixed “nation” in studies of the period, but it

is perhaps more accurate to classify it as comprising a state-system, one

which was part of a larger international system. This article reviews how this

dynamic and the role of diplomacy factored into constitutional reform in the

1780s by surveying the extant scholarship in the area and through analyzing

debate at the Federal Convention and the reaction of the founders to the

threat of internecine and foreign war during the Confederation. It concludes

by discussing how its findings point to new lines of inquiry into the early

American political experience.
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