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Abstract

Essentially a critique of Geertz's Religion of Java, which claimed that Islam has never really
taken hold in Java except among a small community of merchants. Argues that Islam is the
predominant force in the religious beliefs and rites of central Javanese, and that it shapes
the character of social interaction and daily life in all segments of Javanese society. T his
penetration was achieved so quickly and completely because Islam was embraced by the
royal courts as the basis for a theocractic state. Sufism forms the core of the state cult and
the theory of kingship, with religious discord based on the age-old Islamic question of how
to balance the legalistic and mystical dimensions of the tradition. T he chapters examine:
texts and ethnography, Java and the Islamic tradition, Sufism, royal and village religion, the
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