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Indigenous nat ions are on t he front line of  t he climat e crisis of  t he
t went y-first  cent ury. Wit h cult ures and economies among t he most
vulnerable t o climat e-relat ed cat ast rophes, Nat ive peoples are
developing responses t o climat e change t hat  serve as a model for Nat ive
and non-Nat ive communit ies alike.  

Nat ive American t ribes in t he Pacif ic Nort hwest  and Indigenous peoples
around t he Pacif ic Rim have already been deeply a ect ed by drought s,
f looding, reduced glaciers and snowmelt s, seasonal shi s in winds and
st orms, and t he nort hward shi ing of  species on t he land and in t he
ocean. Having survived t he hist orical and ecological wounds inflict ed by
colonizat ion, indust rializat ion, and urbanizat ion, Indigenous peoples are
using t ools of  resilience t hat  have enabled t hem t o respond t o sudden
environment al changes. They are creat ing defenses t o harden t heir
communit ies, mit igat e losses, and adapt  where possible.

Asserting Native Resilience present s a rich variet y of  perspect ives on
Indigenous responses t o t he climat e crisis, reflect ing t he voices of  more
t han t went y cont ribut ors, including t ribal leaders, Nat ive and non-Nat ive
scient ist s, scholars, and act ivist s from t he Pacif ic Nort hwest , Brit ish
Columbia, Alaska, and Aot earoa / New Zealand. Also included is a resource
direct ory of  Indigenous government s, NGOs, and communit ies t hat  are
researching and responding t o climat e change and a communit y
organizing booklet  for use by Nort hwest  t ribes.

An invaluable addit ion t o t he lit erat ure on climat e change, Asserting
Native Resilience will be useful for st udent s of  environment al st udies,
Nat ive st udies, geography, and rural sociology, and will serve as an
import ant  reference for Indigenous leaders, t ribal members, and
environment al agency st a .
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