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When he died in 1898, Presbyteriantheologian Robert Lewis Dabneyseemed to have beenleftbehind bya
New Souththatincreasinglyembraced economic progress,theologicalliberalism,and sectional
conciliation. His authorized biographer, Thomas C. Johnson, presented Dabneyas "a man who was at war
with much ofhis age" indescribing his battles with "evolution...jacobinism...[and] mobocracy." The Rev.
Benjamin Palmerdeclared that Dabneyheld to his beliefthatscripture sanctioned slavery "to the day of his
death."! Some contemporaries were proud ofthe intellectual legacy ofa man whomeminent Presbyterian
thinker Charles Hodge once called the "greatest living teacheroftheology." According to one eulogist,
Dabneyhad created notonlya "splendid literature," but would live through the large company of ministers
he had trained inalmostfourdecades teaching theologyat Hampden-SydneyCollege.? To Palmer, Dabney's
death marked the end ofthe Old South, as "those who stood by his side, fighting for the truthof God in his
generationare standing atthe edge oftheirown graves opening attheirfeet."® The image ofDabneyas an
arch-conservative warrior for the Lost Cause has beendescribed by many historians, and was perhaps best
captured by Gaines Foster, who has argued that Dabneyretained an"almostfeudal faith in a hierarchical
society" long afterthe CivilWar.* [End Page 353]

Dabney's prominence as aspokesmanofthe Lost Cause movementderived fromtwo sources: his
undisputed intellectual prowess and his place as anassociate of Stonewall Jackson. The two men's wives
were first cousins,and Dabneybrieflyserved as Jackson's chief-of-staffinthe ShenandoahValley campaign
and Seven Days Battles outside Richmond. After Jackson's death, the general's widow commissioned the
theologianto write Jackson's authorized biography.® Written as the Confederacycollapsed, Dabney's Life
and CampaignsofLt. General T. J. (Stonewall) Jackson quickly took its place as a preeminentbook on the
subjectafterits publicationin 1866.Fora generation, Americans viewed it as the authoritative work on the
general.

Dabney's work shaped the agendas of pioneering military historians, and continues to influence
professionalscholarship onthe enigmatic Jackson. William Allan, a veteranofJackson's Shenandoah Valley
campaignand authorofathoroughlyresearched historyofJackson's operations there, which remains in
print,described himselfas "indebted ...especiallyto the earliestand veryvaluable biography by his former
chiefofstaff, Dr. Dabney."® Sarah N. Randolph, a Lost Cause activistand granddaughterof Thomas Jefferson,
acknowledged inherwidelyread 1874 Jacksonbiographythe "greatassistance" she received from
Dabney's book.Insome instances, she followed itso closelythat "but for the frank acknowledge ment" she
would be "almost...liable to the charge ofplagiarism." Whenthe general's widow published her 1895
Memoirs of Stonewall Jackson, at times she did little more than "paraphrase" Dabney's earlier book. British
staffofficer G.F. R. Henderson, whose classic 1898 book was the first Jackson biography written withaccess
to the Official Records ofthe war, praised Dabney, who cooperated inthe preparationofHenderson's book,
forhis "conspicuous ability." More than thirty years afterthe publicationofDabney's life of Jackson,
Hendersonnoted thatthe book "is so complete and powerful thatthe need forasuccessoris notatonce
apparent."”Inthe twentieth century, renowned Confederate historian Douglass Southall Freeman criticized
Dabneyfortaking a "moralizing" approachto his subject.Yet Freemantoo offered [End Page 354] high
praise forthe "essentialaccuracyofthe book," and described Dabneyas "the first distinguished
Confederate biographer." Subsequent historians have treated Dabneyas a sometimes unreliable but still
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Too often, however, historians have misunderstood Dabney. The conventional portrait of this theologian
depicts himas an...
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