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Abstract
Inadequate, inaccurate English translations of works by feminist scholars can slow the
advancement of international research in women's studies. We must begin to subject
translations to the same critical attention we have focused on those sexist authoring
and publishing practices that have defined women's interests as tangential to scholarly
research.
Simone de Beauvoir's The Second Sex, one of the most widely known, classic essays on
women's experience and a cornerstone of contemporary feminist theory, is available in
only one English translation from the French. In that 1952 translation by a professor of
zoology, Howard M. Parshley, over 10 per cent of the material in the original French
edition has been deleted, including fully one-half of a chapter and the names of seventyeight women in history. T hese unindicated deletions seriously undermine the integrity of

Beauvoir's analysis of such important topics as the American and European nineteenthcentury suffrage movements, and the development of socialist feminism in France.
Compounding the confusion created by the deletions, are mistranslations of key
philosophical terms. T he phrase, â€˜for-itselfâ€™, for example, which identifies a
distinctive concept from Sartrean existentialism, has been rendered into English as its
technical opposite, â€˜in-itselfâ€™. T hese mistranslations obscure the philosophical
context of Beauvoir's work and give the mistaken impression to the English reader that
Beauvoir is a sloppy writer, and thinker.
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Margaret Simons, an associate professor of philosophy at Southern Illinois University at
Edwardsville, is working on a new translation of The Second Sex and writing a book on Beauvoir's
feminist philosophy.
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