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T his book consists of revised versions of the nine main chapters of
Bohnemeyer’s Ph.D. thesis (written at the Max Planck Institute at
Nijmegen and Tilburg University, The Netherlands), plus references and an
index. As the title suggests, the book provides a detailed description of
the expression and interpretation of temporality in Yukatek Maya (YM), a
Native Mesoamerican language spoken on Mexico’s Yucatan peninsula.
The main claims are that YM has neithertense nortemporal-order
adverbs (like English before and after) and that temporalevent orderis
mainly expressed with the rich aspect-mood system of the language and

conversationalimplicatures.

Ch. 1, ‘Introduction’ (1-19), gives an overview of the empirical,
typological, and theoreticalissues that are addressed inthe book. The
theoreticalbackground to the description of temporality s laid out in Ch.
2, ‘Some concepts of time semantics’ (20-56), where B discusses a
number of approaches to temporality and temporalinterpretation with
respect to Aktionsart, tense, aspect, and temporal-orderadverbs. Ch. 3,
‘Methodologicalissues’ (57-80), provides some geographic, social, and
ethnographic background of YM speakers and outlines the
methodologies by which the data were gathered and analyzed. [End
Page 1000]

Chs. 4-8 are the heart of the book. Ch. 4, ‘The environment of
temporality grammar’ (81-152), consists of an overview of YM grammar
and the way in which temporality manifests itself at each level of
grammar (morphosyntax, clausalsyntax, and discourse structure). In
particular, Bintroduces the complex aspect-mood marking system, which
consists of fifteen preverbalaspect-mood (AM) markers and five
inflectionalaspect-mood verb suffixes (called statuses). In Ch. 5,
‘Predicates’ (153-215), the temporal properties of the two main classes
of YM predicates are discussed. Dynamic predicates (verbs) must be
realized with aspect-mood marking and B argues that this aspect-mood

marking fully determines the aspectualand modal meaning of a



construction, whereas telicity is not reflected in YM grammar. By
contrast, stative predicates (e.g. nouns and adjectives) do not occur with
aspect-mood markers, and the eventuality theyrealize is interpreted
imperfectively by default (but this interpretation can be overridden by
contextualinformation). Ch. 6, ‘Status inflection and AM marking’ (216-
344), examines indetail the semantic and pragmatic contributions of
each of the aspect-mood and status markers. InCh. 7, ‘Further
operators’ (345-433), Bdiscusses the contribution of temporal
adverbials and conjunctions as well as phase verbs (like English begin,
stop, and continue) to temporalinterpretationin YM. In Ch. 8, ‘T he use of
borrowed time relators’ (434-44), B explicates that Spanish event-order
relators (like hasta ‘until’ or después ‘after’), when borrowed into YM, are
semantically and formally different from their use in Spanish discourse. B
attributes the low frequency of these operators and theiraltered
interpretationto the fact that temporalinformationis organized very
differently in YM.

Ch. 9, ‘Discussion and conclusions’ (445-56), summarizes the system of
temporalinterpretation of YM and situates various aspects of YM
grammar in a typological context. In addition, B discusses the
implications of his findings fora theory of temporality and general

linguistic theory.

The empirical scope and theoretical contributions of B’s book are
breathtaking. Anyone interested intemporality in natural languages will
appreciate B’s exceptionalinsights into the grammar of temporality in
this Mayan language and the theoreticalimplications of his analysis. T he
discussion of the syntax and semantics of YM clauses and constructions
(e.g. gerundial, motion-cum-purpose, focus constructions, content and
polar questions, and relative clauses) makes this bookan excellent
introductionto YM grammarin general. lalso highly recommend this book
to any linguist as a model of the kind of contributionthat theoretically

informed linguists can make when doing fieldwork.

Judith Tonhauser
Stanford University
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