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Abstract

T his collection of short stories explores the effect of place on the lives of various characters

striving  to define themselves within their g eog raphical, social, and bio log ical realities. T he stories'

central characters are predominantly young ; the environments they encounter are impersonal,

iso lated, or unfamiliar. On an alternate level, the places inhabited by the protag onists can be seen

as psycholog ical ones, g iving  the stories a sense of fug ue in their play between the tang ible, the

puzz ling , and the hyperconscious. Whether looking  at the interaction between child and parent,

man and nature, sibling s, strang ers, or fellow citizens, each of the six stories tests the

phenomenon of adaptation in distinct and unavoidable predicaments.
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