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In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

26 0  We s te rn Ame rican Lite rature  s lain, s o  much action and I know amids t this  fre nz y the re  are  the s e
e clips e s  whe n the  s un g oe s  black and the  te mpe rature  drops , the s e  little  de aths  of the  blaz ing  white  lig ht.
And I do not want the s e  mome nts  to  g o unnotice d. Clos e  to  the  roar, Bowde n re cords  (in one  pe rfe ct
g limps e  of the  capture  of a rare  de s e rt ante lope ) the  violation that g oe s  with our compuls ion to  know and
touch re mnant wildne s s . He  re cords  the  dis appe arance  and pe rs is te nce  of pe ople  and culture s : His panic
clans  ove rrun by Tucs on s uburbia and local color, Papag os  re vie wing  the  ambig uous  e ntice me nts  of the  re al
e s tate  world, Ajo  mine rs  playing  out the  las t rhythms  of company life , lone s ome  pe rs onal his torie s  s urfacing
in the  mome ntary drama of crime . Ove r it all, the  was h of boos te ris m and dre am s e ns ation; be ne ath it the
acce le rating  de ath of s pe cie s , with an occas ional at le as t s ymbolic  victory by Nature  Cons e rvancy or Earth
Firs t! The  fine s t e s s ays  in Blue  De s e rt may be  the  firs t and las t. The  ope ne r is  about bats , the  “de mons  of our
dre ams ” we  have  all but uncons cious ly s ub je cte d to  a “s low che mical de ath.” In the  final chapte r, Bowde n
follows  the  trail of ille g al immig rants  acros s  more  than forty mile s  of le thal dryne s s  in the  Cabe z a Prie ta and
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finds , as  we ll as  a write r can for a re ade r, “the  only g round whe re  I truly trus t my s e ns e s .” As  always  with this
kind of book, one  may quibble  with s ome  of the  ways  in which pe rs onality e nte rs  the  writing , but any flaws  in
that dire ction are  ins e parable  from the  hone s ty and courag e  of the  imag inative  tas k, and are  part of the
truth. Blue  De s e rt is  a work of e xce lle nce , and, jus t as  an e xtra, one  s hould me ntion that it is  haunte d by
lions . DONN RAWLING S  Yavapai Colle g e  Wild Mus tang s . By Parle y J. Pas ke tt. (Log an: Utah S tate  Unive rs ity
Pre s s , 19 86 . 121 pag e s , $9 .9 5.) In re ce nt de cade s , much national inte re s t has  be e n focus e d on pre s e rving
the  wild mus tang  he rds  in the  de s e rt re g ions  of Ne vada. Long  be fore  this  e colog ical purpos e  aros e ,
popular write rs  s uch as  Z ane  G re y and J. Frank Dobie  produce d poe tic  narrative s , bas e d upon re g ional
folklore , which popu lariz e d the  mus tang  as  a romantic  fre e dom s ymbol. In s trong  contras t to  the s e  write rs ,
with the ir s e ntime ntaliz ing  of the  mus tang , Parle y J. Pas ke tt, in this  g athe ring  of autobiog raphical s ke tche s ,
pre s e nts  firs t-hand re colle ctions  of wild-hors e  wrang ling  in Ne vada. Pas ke tt’s  e arthy pros e  e choe s  the
prag matic  Re vie ws  26 1 s pirit of Pe te  Barnum, Rufus  S te e le , and Will Barne s ,who re alis tically re porte d the ir
mus tang ing  e xpe rie nce s  during  the  e arly de cade s  of this  ce ntury and commonly value d the  mus tang  only for
its  pote ntial as  a working  s addle  hors e . Like  the m, Pas ke tt is  conce rne d with the  day-to-day e xpe rie nce s  of
mus tang  ing , a profe s s ion he  followe d for s e ve ral ye ars . Pas ke tt’s matte r-of-fact purpos e , to  portray the  life
of the  mus tang e r as  he  actually live d it, is  the  s ource  of this  book’s  s tre ng ths  and limitations . Like  othe r
profit-minde d mus tang e rs , Pas ke tt de fine s  profe s s ional s ucce s s  in te rms  of total mus tang s  corralle d pe r
e xpe dition. Pas ke tt’s  practical e mpha s is  is  e xe mplifie d by his  s pe culation in “Mus tang s  on the  Rang e ” on
the  pos s i bility of rounding  up two hundre d or more  mus tang s  in one  triumphant drive . In contras t to
ide aliz e d we s te rn le g e nd, which fe ature s  macho mus tang e rs  s e le ctive ly purs uing  a s ing le  de fiant s tallion
le ade r and ig noring  the  many mare s  and ye arling s , Pas ke tt’s  narrative s  focus  on the  bus ine s s like  trapping
of the  e ntire  he rd. For Pas ke tt, quantity is  all important; quality an ins ig nificant matte r. Nor doe s  Pas ke tt’s
tale -te lling  re s pe ct the  romantic  conve ntion of the  s tallion’s  he roic  nobility. He  re fus e s  to  s pare  his  s tallion
protag onis ts  from mome nts  of indig nity as  he  us e s  the  mos t prag matic  me ans  available  of taking  away the ir
fre e dom. The  be s t e xample  of his  practical approach to  mus tang ing  is  containe d in the  tale  “The  Love  Trap,”
whe re  Pas ke tt de s cribe s  capturing  an e s pe cially e lus ive  mus tang  s tallion by playing  upon his  amorous
we akne s s e s . He  cle ve rly us e s  his  own s addle  mare  to  arous e  the  s tallion’s  ardor and the n rope s  him during
the  s ubs e que nt e ncounte r. Dobie , for one , would ne ve r have  re late d s uch a humiliating  incide nt. Althoug h
the  lay re ade r may be  dis appointe d...
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