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Jean Langlais: The Man and His Music. B y Ann La bouns ky.  Portland, Ore .: Amade us  Pre s s , 20 0 0 . [39 2 p. IS BN
1-5746 7-0 54-9 . $34.9 5.]

The  unique  s chool of Paris ian org anis t-compos e rs  s te mming  from Cé s ar Franck's  org an clas s  at the  Paris
Cons e rvatoire  and ins pire d by his  le g e ndary improvis ations  at S ainte -Clotilde  in Paris  has  at las t be g un to
re ce ive  s e rious  s crutiny by s cholarly org anis ts  like  Thomas  Murray (Marcel Dupré: The Work of a Master Organist
[Bos ton: Northe as te rn Unive rs ity Pre s s , 19 85]) and Rollin S mith (Saint-Saëns and the Organ [S tuyve s ant, N.Y.:
Pe ndrag on Pre s s , 19 9 2] and Louis Vierne: Organist of Notre-Dame Cathedral [Hills dale , N.Y.: Pe ndrag on Pre s s ,
19 9 9 ]). Now Ann Labouns ky we ig hs  in with an abs orbing  monog raph on the  blind Paris ian org anis t Je an
Lang lais  (19 0 7-19 9 1), who, s he  arg ue s , mus t be  cons ide re d he ir to  a dis tinctive  improvis ational and
compos itional tradition e s tablis he d by Franck and continue d, albe it in modifie d form, by Franck's  pupil and
s ucce s s or (once  re move d) at S ainte -Clotilde , Charle s  Tourne mire . Lang lais  abs orbe d this  "S ainte -Clotilde
Tradition" (a te rm coine d by Labouns ky and othe r Lang lais  pupils ) throug h s tudie s  with thre e  Franck pupils
while  e nrolle d at the  National Ins titute  for the  Blind and throug h late r s tudy with Tourne mire , whom he
s ucce e de d as  org anis t of S ainte -Clotilde  in 19 45.

Exce pt for an e xce lle nt but ne ce s s arily brie f chapte r de vote d to  Lang lais  in Michae l Murray's  French Masters of
the Organ: Saint-Saëns, Franck, Widor, Vierne, Dupré, Langlais, Messiaen (Ne w Have n: Yale  Unive rs ity Pre s s , 19 9 8),
Labouns ky's  is  the  firs t compre he ns ive  s tudy of him in Eng lis h, comple me nting  the  19 9 5 Fre nch biog raphy
Jean Langlais (1907-1991): Ombre et lumière by his  s e cond wife , Marie -Louis e  Jacque t-Lang lais  (Paris : Éditions
Combre ). While  Jacque t-Lang lais  probably e njoye d a more  intimate  as s ociation with the  compos e r than did
Labouns ky, the  latte r kne w him s ome what long e r; s he  me t him in the  e arly s ixtie s , s tudie d with him in Paris ,
accompanie d him on his  firs t Ame rican re cital tour, and re ce ive d a propos al of marriag e  from him (which s he
promptly re je cte d). Althoug h the  notion of writing  Lang lais 's  biog raphy had occurre d to  he r e arlie r, it was
only in 19 73, whe n Lang lais  e xpre s s ly commis s ione d he r to  do s o, that s he  e mbarke d upon the  proje ct in
e arne s t, colle cting  his  re colle ctions  and re minis ce nce s  and s upple me nting  this  information by inte rvie ws
with Lang lais 's  family, frie nds , and pupils .

In addition to  continue d org an s tudy with Lang lais  throug hout the  s e ve ntie s , Labouns ky pre mie re d many of
his  works  in France  and the  Unite d S tate s , and in 19 79  s he  e mbarke d on an ambitious  proje ct to  re cord the
compos e r's  comple te  org an works  for the  Mus ical He ritag e  S ocie ty--an unde rtaking  authoriz e d by Lang lais ,
who forfe ite d half the  royaltie s . He r proje ct is  e xpe cte d to  compris e  twe nty-four compact dis cs  in twe lve
volume s , nine  of which have  appe are d s o far; dis tribution of pie ce s  within the  e ntire  s e t is  indicate d in a
chronolog ical lis t of Lang lais 's  comple te  works  appe nde d to  Labouns ky's  s tudy. The  worklis t als o  s hows
that Lang lais  compos e d for org an throug hout his  profe s s ional life , a re lative ly long  pe riod e xte nding  from
19 27 to  s ome  five  months  be fore  his  de ath in 19 9 1 at the  ag e  of e ig hty-four. From this  s ubs tantial output--
Lang lais  wrote  more  org an works  than any othe r compos e r s ave  Johann S e bas tian Bach--Labouns ky has
s e le cte d for dis cus s ion a s e rie s  of compos itions  that admirably illus trate  he r s ubje ct's  life long  involve me nt
with the  org an and de mons trate  he r own appre ciation and unde rs tanding  of the  poe tic  and s piritual s ide  of
his  cre ativity.

Althoug h Lang lais  pe rforme d many of his  works  on Ame rican re cital tours  from 19 52 throug h 19 81, only a
handful of his  e arly works  have  won a place  in the  s tandard re pe rtory. In s e e king  to  re dre s s  the  [End P a g e
9 2 8 ] balance , Labouns ky write s  compe lling ly about worthwhile  but ne g le cte d pie ce s , while  frankly
admitting  that othe rs  (uns pe cifie d) s hould have  re maine d unpublis he d: "Lang lais  could not obje ctive ly
de cide  what to  throw away. . . . Ins te ad of re working  s ke tche s  for months  at a time , he  us ually s e nt the m to
the  copyis t as  s oon as  the y we re  finis he d, without a s e cond thoug ht" (p. 330 ).

Labouns ky's ...
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