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Abstract

Christian-Muslim relations have a complex and often negative history,and inthe postmodern, postcolonial,
globalizing, and ever-increasingly multifaith world oftoday, relations between the world’s two largest faiths
are arguably more important than ever. While significant progress has been made recentlyin Christian-
Muslimdialogue, there is stillmuchwork to be done to move thatdialogue forward significantly toward

reconciliationand peace. This essayexplores the possibilities that contemporaryreflectiononinclusivism,
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pluralism, reconciliation,and peacebuilding can bring to the table inadvancing the prospects for
understanding, reconciliation, and peacemaking in Christian-Muslim dialogue. Itargues that a form of
pluralistic inclusivismas practiced indialogue incombination withinsights fromrecentpeacebuilding
efforts is the bestwayto move the dialogue forward.

Pluralistic Inclusivism and Christian-Muslim
Dialogue: The Challenge of Moving beyond
Polite Discussion toward
Reconciliation and Peace

Todd Johanson

FRECILS

Christian-Muskm relations have a complex and often negative highory, and in the
podtmodern, posteolonial, globalizing, and ever-increasingly multifpith world of today,
redabions bebween the workl's bwo larget faiths are anguably mone impartant than oer.
While significant progress has been made recently in ChrisSan-Muskm dialogue, there
intill much wark to be done to move that dialogue farward ggnifc antly towand reconil
sation and peace. This essay explores the possibilities that contemporary reflection on
mcluzsivism, pluralion, reconciliation, and peacebuilding can bring to the table in ad
nanciig the prospec b jor underdandng, reconcibabion, and peacemaking in Chrighian.
Muglim dialogue. Barguesthata formof pluralistic indusivion aspradiced indialogue
in com bination with imsights fom recent peacebudding ¢ ffortsisthe bedt way tomove the
dialogue forwand.

&

hristian-Muslim relations have a complex and often negative history,

and in the post modern, postoolonial, globalizing, and ever-increasingly
multifaith world of today, relations between the world's two largest faiths
are arguably more important than ever. After the Regenshurg incident in-
volving Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, the subsequent publication of “A
Common Wornd ™ wasan ummprecedentad call for highdevel didog uve bet ween
Christians and Muslims. That publication pointed to a common emphasis
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