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Abstract

Remittancesâ€”the portion of international migrant workers' earnings sent back from
the country of employment to the country of originâ€”have come to play a central role
in the economies of labor-sending countries. Recent research has tended to focus on
enumerating the costs and benefits of remittances. This paper proposes an alternative
perspective and delineates the â€œRemittances Systemâ€ as a heuristic to clarify
intermediate relationships between determinants and effects of remittances. Using the
heuristic as a framework for review of recent literature concerning remittances, the
paper identifies gaps in currently available research and argues for greater focus upon the
social and political consequences of remittance flows.
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