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Abst ract

In re ce nt ye ars , de bate s  about the  the ory and me thod of Ame rican s tudie s  have  g one  in a ne w dire ction
calle d trans national Ame rican s tudie s . This  trans national proje ct can be  s e e n as  a re s pons e  to  an impas s e
in the  analys is  of powe r e e cts  that prior approache s  in Ame rican s tudie s  had re ache d. S ince  the  s e arch for
s ubje ct pos itions  that would not ye t be  s ubje ct to  the  powe r e e cts  of inte rpe llation had alre ady le d to
borde r re g ions  and inte rcultural s pace s , why not g o be yond the  borde r altog e the r into  trans national
s pace s  like  the  S outhe rn he mis phe re , the  trans atlantic  world, the  Pacific  Rim or othe rs ?  In this  s e ns e ,
trans national s tudie s  can inde e d s e rve  as  a us e ful antidote  to  analys e s  of Ame rican s ocie ty and culture
bas e d on the  ide a of Ame rican e xce ptionalis m. Howe ve r, to  de s cribe  the  pote ntial of an inte rpre tive
pe rs pe ctive  doe s  not ye t te ll us  for what purpos e  this  pote ntial is  be ing  us e d. This  e s s ay, the re fore ,
focus e s  on the  actual us e s  that are  be ing  made  of a trans national pe rs pe ctive  in curre nt Ame rican s tudie s . It
ide ntifie s  two major inte rpre tive  paradig ms —ae s the tic  trans nationalis m and political trans nationalis m—
and analyz e s  the ir unde rlying  as s umptions  and characte ris tic  narrative s  ove r a wide  rang e  of s tudie s  in the
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humanitie s  and s ocial s cie nce s . In the  final s e ction, the  political ag e nda of the s e  approache s  is  dis cus s e d
by focus ing  on the  fie ld's  narrative s  about non-national and trans national forms  of ide ntity cons truction.
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