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Abstract

Chapter 1:

Presents international perspectives and understandings of what inclusion means, and explains why it is
necessary for teachers to develop their own deep understanding of the beliefs and values that inform teaching.
The chapter introduces the construct of an inclusive school community, which is an important focus of
inclusive schooling, and explains how the theoretical framework for inclusion informs our thinking, and the
ongoing processes of review and development. This framework also informs the stance we take on preparing
teachers to work in more inclusive ways in schools. The chapter aims to encourage an appreciation of what it
means to be included and excluded, and invites the reader to consider the challenges ahead.
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