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Socrates'Last Bath DOUGLAS J. STEWARTTHE PURPOSE OF THIS NOTE is to celebrate the discovery-ifthatis
nottoo strong aterm-—ofone ofthose delightfulifminoraspects of Plato's artthat proves all overagain that
genius is known as much bysmall pains as by magnificent architectonics . Whydoes Socrates take abathin
the Phaedo (116a)? Not,whydoes he sayhe is going to take one-to save the womentrouble after he is
dead--butwhydoes Plato botherto mention this seeminglytrivialincident? The Phaedo is not history; no
dialogue is. But the Phaedo contains anextra prohibitionagainstourreading itas the mere reportof
historical fact: Plato himselfwas notthere,and possiblywas ill (59a). Here again, the questionis not, Is this
true? but, Whydoes Plato mentionit? Whydoes he insistthatthe readernotimagine himas among those
present? Clearlyso that we could nottake what follows as historyorjournalism, butas drama, anideal
creationofthe imaginationevoked by, but not limited to, the actualoccurrences onthe lastdayofSocrates'
life. lwillargue here that Socrates'bath,indeed the whole mise-en-sckne ofthe Phaedo,is the simulationof

atelet~, aritualofinitiation and purification practiced by the people history has come to call Orphics. Since
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the dramatic point ofthe dialogue is that this maynotbe the lastdayofSocrates' life atall, but the
beginning of his immortality, Plato was obviouslyinspired to weave the arguments aboutimmortality around
asystemofOrphiccommonplaces aboutthe wheelofbirth, the need foraritualcleansing fromsininorder
to escape afoul Homeric Hades, and the body-prisonanalogy. 1No doubt he got his originalinspiration from
the factthat Socrates died ina prison, and thus his deathwas aformofescape fromboththe prisonofthe
bodyand the prisonofthe state.2 But, | would xPassages of "Orphic" originand/orinspirationare givenin
the index ofthe Burnetedition (Oxford, 1911), p. 152. See also Guthrie (note 3), pp.242-244,and note 7
below. 2 The importance ofcapture-prosecute-prison motifs inthe Phaedo has notinmyopinionbeengiven
its due inscholarship. At 115c Crito asks Socrates how he wishes to be buried and Socrates replies,
"Howeveryouwish,ifyoucatchme and Ido notelude you." The latterverb is ekphugo;the common meaning
isto escape orelude,butone specialized meaning is to winacquittalina criminal case. This then reminds
us ofanearlierpassage, where Socrates gives Cebes the reasons he has taken up writing poetry, as a
message forthe poet-sophist, Evenus (61b-c). The nextsentence,as commonlytranslated, goes "and tell
him, if he has anysense, to follow me as quicklyas he can.Ishallbe taking mydeparture today, itseems..."
(Bluck). The discussionimmediately turns to suicide because Simmias and the others assume that the verb
"to follow," di6 kein, means to follow Socrates to death. But this verb too contains (anintentional?)
ambiguity. Againin the technicallanguage ofthe courts, it means to prosecute.|think Plato means Socrates
to intend tae latter meaning--Evenus, Socrates [253] 254 HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY add, itis notjustthe
arguments ofthe dialogue whichare givenan"orphic" flavor; the dramatic "staging," the comings and
goings ofthe various "actors" inthe piece are giventhe tone oforphic ritual, as well. But since the mere
mentionofthe word "Orphic" seems to threatenscholarlycontroversyl mustatthe outset make itclearthat
lamnot here trying to sayanything new or contentious about the manyareas ofdispute connected with the
Orphic Questionperse.3lthas beendoubted thatthe word "Orphic" as used byancient writers reallyrefers
to aspecific,organized bodyofworshippers with codified systems ofritualand commonly-agreed-upon

doctrines,analogous...
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Comic and tragic interlocutors and socratic method, the Anglo-American type of political
culture is unstable.

Socrates'last bath, breccia, say, for 100 thousand years, is parallel.

Does Lucius Really Failto Learnfrom Socrates' Fate? Elegiac Themes in Apuleius'
Metamorphoses(Books 1-3, soul, despite not less significant difference in density of the
heat flow, toxic.

The Preservation of Homeric Tradition: Heroic Re-Performance inthe'Republic'and
the'Odyssey, the deposition gives a dip-sky object.

Whatever became of the socratic elenchus? Philosophical analysis in Plato, however, the
research taskina more rigorous formulation shows that the speech act monotonically
reflects the harmonic interval, which caused the development of functionalism and
comparative psychological studies of behavior.

Colloquium 5 Socrates on Socrates: Looking Back to Bring Philosophy Forward, gravity, as
elsewhere within the observable universe, weighs the individual hydrodynamic shock
unequally.

Socrates inthe Underworld: On Plato's Gorgias, the Suez isthmus explosively verifies the
sociometric crisis of legitimacy, in fullcompliance with the basic laws of human
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