
NO INST IT UT IONAL AFFILIAT ION LOG  IN

B R O WS E

 Departures from Violence: Love Is Not Enough
Laura Nader
Public Cult ure
Duke Universit y Press
Volume 15, Number 1, Wint er 2003
pp. 195-197
ARTICLE

View Cit at ion

In lieu of  an abst ract , here is a brief  excerpt  of  t he cont ent :

Public Culture 15.1 (20 0 3) 19 5-19 7

[Acce s s  article  in PDF]

Departures from Violence:
Love Is Not  Enough

Laura Nader

Departures from violence: Love is not enough.

#skip_target
/account/authenticate
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#
#authbio
http://blogxd.info/dspace/pr/RGVwYXJ0dXJlcyBmcm9tIHZpb2xlbmNlOiBMb3ZlIGlzIG5vdCBlbm91Z2g=


The re  is  s ome thing  upli ing  about re ading  John Borne man's  pie ce  on what conditions  mig ht make
re conciliation a e r viole nt conflict attainable  ("Re conciliation a e r Ethnic  Cle ans ing : Lis te ning , Re tribution,
A iliation," Public Culture 14 [s pring  20 0 2]: 281-30 4). Pe rhaps  it is  hope  in the  face  of de s pair at the
multiplic ity of e thnic  cle ans ing s  pas t and pre s e nt. Pe rhaps  Borne man has  a orde d us  the  pos s ibility to
think about the  s ubje ct without the  e laboration of a s pe cific  cas e , while  at the  s ame  time  providing  a mode l
throug h which to  ponde r a particular ins tance  if we  s o choos e .

My work as  an anthropolog is t and a write r has  focus e d on Me xico, s outh Le banon, and Native  Ame ricans  in
the  Unite d S tate s . All thre e  have  witne s s e d viole nt conflict and e thnic  cle ans ing s . Ye t, as  I re ad Borne man's
propos als , the  word coexistence ke pt coming  to  mind. In the  Middle  Eas t, and particularly in Is rae l/Pale s tine ,
the  ide a of coe xis te nce  fade s  during  pe riods  of viole nce . Ye t, notwiths tanding  me dia focus  on curre nt forms
of viole nce , the  Middle  Eas t is  re ple te  with e xample s , both his torical and conte mporary, of coe xis te nce
among  Mus lims , Je ws , and Chris tians . S ome  anthropolog is ts  have  as cribe d coe xis te nce  to  an e thnic
divis ion of labor or, as  Carle ton Coon has  calle d it, a "mos aic," a s ituation whe re  e ve rybody ne e ds  othe rs  for
the  re quire me nts  of daily living .  Coon [End P a g e  19 5 ] has  note d the  mutual tole rance  of the  Pe ople s  of
the  Book, indicating  that Je ws , Chris tians , and Mus lims , unlike  pag ans , have  in common the ir own re lig ious
books  to  g uide  the m. Coon als o s pe aks  to  a divis ion of labor that re s pe cts  di e re nce  rathe r than ins is ts  on
re quire me nts  for s ame ne s s .

Coe xis te nce  re minds  me  of the  s o-calle d G olde n Ag e  in the  S panis h re g ion of Andalus ia (las ting  roug hly
from the  te nth throug h twe l h ce nturie s ), a pe riod of pe ace  and mutual re s pe ct be twe e n Chris tians ,
Mus lims , and Je ws  that witne s s e d an unpre ce de nte d flowe ring  of art and lite rature . The  bas ic  ide als  of the
G olde n Ag e  are  e choe d in a s ig n I s aw in 19 72 at the  e ntrance  to  old Cairo: "We  are  Mus lims , Je ws  and
Chris tians  who live  in old Cairo  in pe ace ."  More  re ce ntly, I trave le d with Be rke le y colle ag ue s  to  vis it the
marke tplace  in Damas cus , whe re  the re  are  thre e  s e ctions  corre s ponding  to  the  thre e  re lig ious
populations  of the  city: Mus lim, Chris tian, and Je wis h. If one  s e ction clos e s  during  re s pe ctive  re lig ious  days ,
the  othe r two re main ope n. S o coe xis te nce  has  de e p roots  in this  part of the  world, as  Jane t Abu-Lug hod has
inve s tig ate d in he r book on pre -Europe an he g e monie s ,  in which s he  de s cribe s  pluralis tic  mode ls  of trade
cove ring  the  are a from China to  G ibraltar, trade  cle arly not dominate d by one  he g e monic force .

But with colonialis m anothe r mode l of e thnic  re lations  e me rg e d, a mode l that can e qually be  applie d to
Is rae l s ince , as  Anthony Nutting  has  propos e d, it cons titute s  a kind of We s te rn be achhe ad in the  Middle
Eas t.  In this  ne w patte rn of re lations , an e thnic  divis ion of labor, in which the  mutual re s pe ct of the
Andalus ian days  forme d the  e xe mplar, could no long e r function. Ne ve rthe le s s , one  mig ht build a pos s ibility
of coe xis te nce  from this  e arlie r mode l, us ing  it as  an ide a that mig ht provide  a "s e ns e  of e nding " and a
"s e ns e  of be g inning ," as  Borne man puts  it. This  ide a would have  to  work along s ide  Borne man's  othe r points
about "re building  the  inte g rity of the  s ocial," bre aking  he g e monic s ile nce s , and le g al judg me nts  that fos te r
a s e ns e  of e nding . What he  wants  us  to  do is  to  imag ine  de parture s  from viole nce . I ag re e  comple te ly.

My dis ag re e me nt with Borne man, howe ve r, conce rns  not what he  s ays , but what he  doe s  not dis cus s .
Borne man focus e s  on the  vis ible  while  allowing  ke y [End P a g e  19 6 ] playe rs  invis ibility. We  can look to  no
be tte r e xample  than that of Africa if we  wis h to  e xamine  the  cons e que nce s  of arms  de aling  and me rce nary
armie s . The s e  are  inte re s ts  that fe e d on viole nce , and, as  Eliz abe th Cols on has  re ce ntly arg ue d, pe ace
doe s  not me an dis armame nt.  Rathe r, it re le as e s  arms  for s ale  e ls e whe re , the re by involving  org aniz e d
ne tworks  of manufacture rs , s ale s me n, tra icke rs , and buye rs . And...
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