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Book Reviews 653 Revivals and Roller Rinks: Religion, Leisure and Identityin Late-Ninete e nth Ce ntury Small-
Town Ontario. LYNNE MARKS. Studies inGenderand History. Toronto: University ofToronto Press 1996. Pp.
xxiv, 330, illus. $55.00 cloth, $19.95 paperAfatladyonrollerskates aboutto slaminto aweedycleric was a
cartoon from Britain's 'rinkomania' that nicely encapsulates the themes ofthis book. Leisure and religion -
the secularand the sacred variouslycollude and collide. So too do the sexes (forthis initiates anewseries,
Studies inGenderand History), though the comic image inverts the realdisposition of cultural weightin
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southern Ontario's small-town patriarchy. The rollerrink signifies the 'fast life, beckoning seekers ofworldly
pleasure and horrifying preachers as anaccelerated pathto damnation while offering a graphic reminderof
the 'moving equilibrium' thatis Gramsci's hegemony, the book's interpretive motif. Not that Lynne Marks
allows herselfsuchsymbolic levities as she sets out to test the extentof cultural authority wielded by the
churches inasocietygenerallyregarded as astronghold of Protestant conformity. Onits ownearnestly
empiricalterms, however, this book proves aninstructive exercise,admirably executed. For Marks, the
measure ofthe churches'hegemonylies less inexpressions offaithorthe hard data of membership (albeit
meticulouslyassessed) thaninthe satisfactions ofsocialidentityconferred by churchgoing. Identityis
conceived as arepertoire of competing roles,individualand collective, part prescribed and partelected,
and performed inashifting sociallandscape, from church precincts to hotelbars, fromthe streetto the
family home. The author adroitly reconstructs this landscape for the three communities ofThorold,
Campbellford ,and Ingersoll, whose mainstream churches were both winning and losing in the last two
decades ofthe century. Respectabilitysuperseded pietyas the defining attribute of Protestantidentity. In
the 1880s respectabilitywas mostconspicuouslyregistered indonations to the building ofbigger
churches, a materialconditionas much as areward ofchurchmembership thatdeterred working-class
attendance. Fundraising and be autifying the new interiors provided anextended role forwomen, but their
strawberrysocials drewreproofas 'questionable entertainments,' and the fe minization ofreligion
discomfited men. Class and genderremained primary differentials ofidentity, ifuneveninoperation. Men
enjoyed anextensive associational life inlodges, fire companies, and militia bands, well fuelled by drink.
Young single males were the mostobtrusive of Men Behaving Badly and the rarestofchurchgoers, but with
marriage they mightassume the role of654 The Canadian Historical Review manly breadwinner,a passport
to respectable masculinity. Yet the categories ofroughand respectable were neitherexclusive nor
coterminous with class,and heads offamilies could reconcile fraternal pleasures with churchgoing.
Unexceptioned respectability was required of women. Churches were almostthe onlyinstitutions to afford
them active roles, thoughthese remained limited, particularly for working-class womenwho enjoyed scant
sisterhood withtheirbetters. Inthe 1880s young working women achieved sensational prominence as
preachers and officers with the Salvation Army, while the Knights of Labourenabled working people to align
the politicalclaims oftheir class with a more egalitarianreligion; equally remarkable, if similarly shortlived,
was the success of Thorold's 'Great Revival' ofthe 1890s in winning converts among young male workers.
Marks concludes that mainstream Protestant hegemonywas incomplete , whichis hardly surprising, forin
the nature ofits operation,hegemonyneverachieves closure. More promising fordebate are claims forthe
numberand diversity ofide ntities available to small-town subjects, whichmaygo too farornotfarenough.
Althougholderstereotypes mayneed some modifying, literaryand autobiographicalevidence of small-
town life suggests astill formidably limited conformity.Yetincreased geographicaland psychic mobility
may have generated a muchmore complexconsciousness. Thorold was close to bigcitypleasures and their
greatersexualopportunities in St Catharines and Buffalo, but small-towners everywhere could indulge
vicariouslythrough extensive coverage inpress and pulpit, whose conde mnations mightinvite as much as
deter. The big cityalso came to the smalltownin travelling shows whose female entertainers may have
inspired notonly...
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