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How does a societ y reconcile it self  in a post -genocide era? How can
generat ions of  t hose whose families were vict ims and vict imizers break
t he cycle of  hat e, mist rust , shame, and guilt  t hat  charact erizes t heir
relat ionship? What  family react ions do t hey face as t hey seek t o begin
t he act  of  sit t ing across from each ot her and facing t heir legacies? 
&#160;&#160;&#160;&#160;&#160;&#160;&#160; For more t han t wo
decades, Got t fried Wagner, great -grandson of composer Richard
Wagner, whose music inspired Adolf  Hit ler and whose family helped t he
Nazis rise t o power, and Abraham J. Peck, t he son of  t wo survivors whose
ent ire families were murdered in t he Holocaust , have been engaged in a
unique and oft en t ort urous discussion on t he German-Jewish relat ionship
aft er t he Shoah. That  discussion has focused on t heir family hist ories and
on t he myt hs and realit ies of  t he relat ionship bet ween Germans and
Jews since t he beginning of  t he ninet eent h cent ury and t he process of
reshaping t hat  relat ionship for t hose Germans and Jews born aft er 1945.
Reject ing t he not ion t hat  t hey are eit her vict ims or perpet rat ors, bot h
aut hors examine t he &ldquo;unwant ed legacies&rdquo; t hey inherit ed
and have had t o confront  and overcome.
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