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SUMMARY

Grant  Farred is a lifelong soccer fan.  He has been root ing for one t eam --
Liverpool (England) Foot ball Club -- since he was a child.  Long Distance
Love explains how "foot ball" opened up t he world t o a young boy
growing up disenfranchised in apart heid Sout h Africa.  For Farred, being a
soccer fan enabled him t o est ablish connect ions wit h event s and people
t hroughout  hist ory and from around t he globe: from t he Spanish Civil War
t o t he at rocit ies of  t he Argent ine dict at orship of  t he 1970s and '80s, and
from t he experience of  racism  under apart heid t o t he experience of
wat ching his beloved Liverpool t eam play on English soil.

Farred shows t hat  issues like race, polit ics, and war are crit ical t o
underst anding a sport , especially soccer.  And he writ es beaut ifully, wit h
candor and lyricism.  Long Distance Love does for soccer what  C.L.R.
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