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The shadowy, dank ruins of  Blarney Cast le are t he only t hing t hirt een-
year-old Maddy f inds appealing in her new environs, a er t he deat h of
her parent s forces her t o move from t he hust le and bust le of  London t o
her grandparent s’ rundown lit t le Irish village. Despit e Granda’s warnings,
Maddy wanders one day among t he cast le’s st ones and meet s a st range,
sharp-t oot hed child—a child whom she swears she sees again t hat  night
out side t he window of her neighbor, t he same night  t he boy next  door
goes missing. She’s relieved when Granda shares her suspicions t hat  [End
Page 23] t he creat ure was a faerie, but  she’s horrif ied when he suggest s
t hat  she t urn a blind eye and let  t he neighbor boy remain missing. Arming
herself  wit h iron and some spot t y int ernet  info, Maddy prepares t o ent er
t he faerie realm and get  t he boy back herself. Carved out  by anger and
grief, Maddy’s a hardened gem of a girl, clever as heck and as resourceful
as she is feist y. Good t hing t oo, because she needs all t he gut s and
gumpt ion she can must er as she faces down nast y kelpies, headless
horsemen, and hungry wolves. Bot h t he Tír na nÓg set t ing and t he
figures from Celt ic myt hology are vibrant ly evoked, luminous and alluring
in t heir danger. As an added bonus, a wicked wit  permeat es t he t hird-
person narrat ion (t he descript ion of  Maddy’s overbearing aunt  is
part icularly amusing). Readers who like bot h t heir fairy t ales and t heir
humor dark will f ind plent y t o love here.
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