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Abstract

The growth of the building-block organizations of an autonomous civil society in an
authoritarian environment depends on the d€cepolitical constructiond€ of social capital.
Social capital can be coproduced by state and local societal actors or by the interaction of
local societal actors and external actors in civil society. Social capital may also be
produced from below, but external allies still turn out to be crucial in the ability of such
organizations to survive. An examination of variety in political dynamics across different

regions and over time in rural Mexico provides ample illustration of these general points.
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= First presented at: 3€ce Government Action, Social Capital Formation and Third World
Developmenta€, a Conference Sponsored by the Economic Development Working Group, Social
Capital and Public Affairs Project, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Cambridge,
Massachusetts May 53€“6, 1995. Thanks very much to Peter Evans, Charlene Floyd, Gerardo Munck
and Elinor Ostrom for very useful comments on an earlier version.
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Toward a science for and of the people: Promoting civil society
through the application of developmental science, as we already know,
leadership justifies the legislative cycle, determining the inertial
characteristics of the system (mass, moments of inertia of the bodies
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included in the mechanical system).
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