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Abstract : T his book, edited by K. A. BREEV, contains a selection of papers w
the past 30 years by the late Professor Vladimir Nikolaevich BEKLEMISHEV, me
Academy of Medical Sciences, U.S.S.R., on the general subject of associations
various animal species and their physical and biological environment in relati
transmission of disease. Beklemishev's major published work on the compar
morphology of arthropods is well known, while a number of his not less rem

studies on the ecology of vectors of disease, on the nature of host-parasite
and on the population biology and bionomics of Anopheles are dispersed in
little known, journals. T he present book attempts to bring together many of
T he scope of the collection of 28 papers is shown by the titles of 5 sections
they are divided: " Biocenology and population biology; Parasitism of arthrop
terrestrial mammals; Vectors and pathogens; Biology of blood-feeding arthro
Epidemiology and infectious foci of communicable diseases ". It is difficult to s
a brief abstract the breadth and depth of these papers, which are a testimon
author's erudition, experience and powers of synthesis of factual observatio
T he last two sections, dealing with malaria and tick-borne encephalitis, are o
interest. T hey indicate how the basic elements of interdependence between
its hosts and the environment form a well balanced ecosystem.
T he book contains a complete bibliography of Beklemishev's 190 papers pub
between 1915 and 1970, and an excellent portrait of this wise, talented, mod
generous man, who is well remembered by his numerous friends in his own
abroad. L. J. Bruce-Chwatt.
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