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While  various  s cholars  have  writte n on the  s ubje ct of Aphrahat and the  Je ws , no one  has  introduce d
Demonstration 20 , On the Care of the Poor, into  the  dis cus s ion. In this  work Aphrahat e xhorts  his  community to
care  for the  poor, while  he  s imultane ous ly attacks  Judais m, which he  cons true s  as  the  s piritual e quivale nt of
the  rich man's  g re e d. Howe ve r, Aphrahat at time s  conflate s  the  two s ide s  of this  analog y, thus  re je cting  the
ve ry pos s ibility that Je ws  could e ng ag e  in charity. I would like  to  s e t the  arg ume nt of Demonstration 20  within
the  conte xt of the  S as s anian pe rs e cution of Chris tians , whe n thos e  Chris tians  who did not unde rs tand
Chris tianity as  a dis tinct faith from Judais m may have  be e n flocking  to  the  s ynag og ue  to  re ce ive  charity and
pe rhaps , to  Aphrahat's  chag rin, s ome thing  more .

Anti-Judaism and Care for the Poor in

Aphrahat's Demonstration 20.
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