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About the Book

The Encyclopedia of Animals is a lavishly illustrated, authoritative, and comprehensive
exploration of the rich and intriguing world of animals. Written by an international team of
specialists, spectacularly adorned with a gallery of more than 2,000 color illustrations, and
supplemented with distribution maps, detailed and beautifully rendered diagrams, and
some of the world's finest wildlife photographs, this volume will become the standard by
which all others are measured. Each page is expertly laid out to enhance either browsing or
in-depth study. Readers will find detailed coverage of all sorts of animals, including
mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, fishes, and invertebrates.

The Encyclopediaincludes an introductory overview of animal evolution, biology, behavior,
classification, habitats, and current conservation issues. An extensive encyclopedic survey of
the animals follows, with special attention given to endangered and vulnerable species. All
information is completely up-to-date, with the most recent scientific and conservation data.

Elegant graphics put a broad selection of information atreaders' fingertips, including
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classification information, scientific and common names, distribution maps for all animal
groups, conservation panels that focus on threatened species, accurate and detailed
anatomical drawings, and illustrations of multiple species. Each section is color coded for
easy identification of animal groups. Feature pages explore topics of particular interest and
provide insights into animal behavior. With its expansive scope, richly detailed information,
and inviting design, this will be the ideal reference for a broad range of uses.
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About the Author

George McKay (mammals) is an independent consultant in conservation biology who lives
in Sydney, Australia. He has contributed to Fauna of Australia and Zoological Catalogue of
Australia. He is the editor of Encyclopedia of Biodiversity and Conservation. Fred Cooke
(birds) was Chair of Wildlife Ecology at Simon Fraser University. He is President-Elect of the
American Ornithologists Union and lives in Norfolk, England, where he is associated with
the British Trust for Ornithology. Stephen Hutchinson (fish) is a Senior Fellow at the
Southampton Oceanography Centre. Richard Vogt (reptiles and amphibians) is Curator of
Herpetology and Professor at the National Institute for Amazon Research in Manaus,
Amazonas, Brazil. Hugh Dingle (invertebrates) is Professor Emeritus at the University of
California, Davis, where he was also Director of the Center for Animal Behavior.

Reviews

“This book would be an ideal introduction to zoology for school and public
libraries.”—Living The Scientific Life (Scientist, Interrupted)

“The photographs and illustrations in it are so flat-out beautiful, and the layout so cleanly
informative, that I want the book to fall into the hands of someone young who will be fired
with enthusiasm for preserving the rich variety of life.”

“An authoritative, illustrated survey of the animal kingdom.”—Alaska Airlines Magazine

“Anyone who leafs through the pages will delight in the marvelous diversity of our living
world.”—American Scientist
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“This big and beautiful book is both an authoritative scientific guide as well as a work of art. .
.. With sensitive drawings, habitat maps, conservation notes, statistics and stunning
photography, this encyclopedia manages to comprehensively catalogue the menagerie of
species. ... A greatresource for scientists, children, artists and general animal lovers
alike.”—Bellingham Weekly

“Lush photos and fascinating facts. . . . Gorgeous.”—Amy Scribner Book Page

“An amazing scientific reference and ‘user friendly’ resource for zoology students and non-

specialist general readers. ... An absolute ‘must-have’ for private or library zoology

reference shelves.”—Bookwatch
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